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Official Statement by AMF in Condemnation of US-Israel 
Aggression against Iran

The Asian Mayors Forum and all its members strongly condemn the 
US-Israeli aggression against the Iranian nation.
In an official statement, the Forum has called upon all Islamic commu-
nities and freedom-seeking nations to stand beside Iran in face if this 
blatant violation of international and humanitarian law.
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Official Statement by Asian Mayors Forum in Condemnation of US-Israel Aggression 

against Iran 

The Asian Mayors Forum, as an international organization committed to the defense of human 

rights, justice, and freedom, expresses its extreme revulsion at the initiation of the imposed war 

and the blatant aggression by the Zionist-American regime against the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

We strongly condemn these hostile actions, which have targeted the vital infrastructure and urban 

centers of the proud Iranian nation, resulting in widespread destruction across numerous cities.  

This unacceptable assault has not only disrupted the security and peace of our people but has also 

challenged the collective conscience of the global community. 

The great nation of Iran has historically been a steadfast defender of peace, justice, and its 

legitimate rights, resolutely standing against any form of aggression or threat. At this critical 

juncture, the Islamic Republic of Iran, drawing upon its faith, national unity, and defense 

capabilities, is exercising its clear right to self-defense and will resist these hostilities until its very 

last breath. 

Emphasizing the fundamental principles of international law, respect for national sovereignty, and 

territorial integrity of nations, the Asian Mayors Forum and all Iranian member cities declare their 

unwavering support for the positions of the Islamic Republic of Iran in defending its sovereignty 

and its people. We call upon all Muslims and freedom-lovers across Asia and the world to unite 

and stand in solidarity against such acts of aggression. 

It is our fervent hope that through wisdom, resilience, and the pursuit of justice, we will witness 

the establishment of lasting peace and security in the region and across the globe. 

 

Asian Mayors Forum 

March 2026 
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Municipalities and international organizations condemn the 
US-Israeli war of aggression against Iran
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Webinar on “Leading Women in Science and the Future of Public 
Decision-making”

The webinar “Leading Women in Science and the Future of 
Public Decision-making” was held in collaboration with Diplo-
House, on 25 February 2026.
During the session, attended by experts and specialists — in-
cluding Ladan Ranjbar AMF Coordinator of Women, Youth, 
Family Network; Fauzia Viqar, Pakistan’s Federal Ombudsper-
son for Protection Against Harassment of Women at Work-
place; Fatemeh Ghasempour, Advisor to the Mayor of Tehran 
on Social Affairs; and Garineh Keshishyan Siraki, Associate 
Professor of Political Science & International Relations at Azad 
University the role of women in public policymaking was dis-
cussed.
The importance of relying on science and knowledge in the 
field of policymaking, creating the necessary platforms for 
women’s active participation in this sphere, and advancing in-
clusive decision-making at local and international levels were 
among the key topics addressed during the webinar.
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AMF Proposes Ramsar to Host Coastal 
Cities Working Group

The AMF Secretary General has host-
ed the Mayor of Ramsar, Mr. Mostafa 
Goljari-Moghadam, and his accompa-
nying delegation on January 7. During 
the meeting, Hamidreza Gholamzadeh 
pointed to the shared areas of coopera-
tion at the national and international lev-
els, introduced the Forum’s specialized-
committees and working groups, and 
proposed that Ramsar host the Interna-
tional Working Group on Coastal and Port 
Cities.The Mayor of Ramsar welcomed 
the proposal andemphasized the im-
portance of expanding interactionswith 
the Forum and its Asian member cities 
in various fields of urban management.
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New Member!

AMF is pleased to welcome Qom as a new member. Situated in central Iran, Qom is a city of deep 
spiritual and cultural importance, known worldwide as a center of religious learning and pilgrimage. 
With its rich heritage, vibrant urban life, and enduring influence beyond its borders, Qom holds a dis-
tinctive place in the region.
AMF looks forward to collaborating with Qom to support sustainable urban development, strengthen 
city-to-city cooperation, and protect its unique cultural and social assets for a resilient future.





AMF Closes 8th Internship, Opens 9th Cohort
The AMF Secretariat today hosted the closing ceremony of its 
8th Internship Program while welcoming the 9th cohort of in-
terns.
At the event, Hamidreza Gholamzadeh, AMF Secretary General, 
and Alireza Hedayatpour, Deputy for Cultural and NGO Coop-
eration at the Center for Public Diplomacy of Iran’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, emphasized the vital role of youth in urban di-
plomacy and regional development.
The ceremony also highlighted the achievements of the 8th in-
ternship period, including the successful hosting of the Tehran 
Urban Summit 2025.
International certificates and commemorative gifts were pre-
sented to the interns, while the 9th internship officially began 
with a focus on youth empowerment and urban experience ex-
change.
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AMF Holds First Internship Workshop on Organizational 
Behavior

The first workshop of AMF’s new internship program was 
held under the theme of “Organizational Behavior.”
The session explored topics such as personality recognition 
and behavioral types, emotional intelligence, conflict man-
agement, teamwork, organizational culture and structure, 
and indicators of professional conduct in the workplace. 
The importance of behavioral maturity, effective interac-
tion, and the role of leadership in achieving organizational 
success were also emphasized in the session.
The workshop is aimed at enhancing the individual and 
organizational skills of the new group of interns and em-
powering human capital to play a professional role in the 
field of urban management.

AMF Interns Produce and Present Video Clips
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As part of AMF training programs, the interns tooktheir first prac-
tical step by producing and presentingvideo clips on Forum’s ac-
tivities.
During the session, the works were screened and theirstrengths 
and pitfalls were reviewed. Discussions alsofocused on teamwork 
dynamics and the overallproduction process.
The program was held as a hands-on component ofthe training 
course, providing a valuable opportunityto strengthen partici-
pants’ communication skills,teamwork, and professional capa-
bilities.
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General Introduction of Asian Capitals
Last year, for the first time, the Secretariat of the Asian Mayors 
Forum introduced a framework under the title of “Asian Capitals” 
across three domains: urban tourism, environment, and culture. 
Within this framework, three cities: Hamedan and Shiraz from 
Iran, and Ghobeiry from Lebanon, have succeeded in receiving 
the titles of Asian Capitals in the aforementioned three areas of 
urban governance for the year 2024.
This initiative seeks innovative, knowledge-based ideas concern-
ing the environmental, cultural, and tourism dimensions of Asian 
cities.
Among the essential justifications for this initiative, based on the 
permanent slogan of the Forum “Asia for Citizens: Convergence 
for a Better Life,” are creating a platform for the mobility and ac-
tivity of cities, addressing the most significant challenges facing 
cities in the aforementioned fields, and increasing cooperation 
to improve the living conditions of citizens.

Urban tourism development is one of the most important in-
dustries for sustainable development and a major activity of 
city executive management in the present era. Urban tour-
ism with a sustainable development approach can boost the 
economy and businesses, attract investment, and so on

Urban culture shapes the urban environment and is in turn 
influenced by it. Therefore, all actions carried out within a city 
bear a meaningful relationship with that city’s culture, which 
can also play a role in enhancing the quality of life and the 
satisfaction of its citizens.

Cities experience greater dynamism when intelligent urban growth and development consider the well-being of human life 
across various dimensions. Therefore, considering humans as the focal point of urban development, the importance of their 
quality of life becomes increasingly evident. Indeed, one of the primary objectives of urban planning is to create a high-quality 
urban living environment, which can be achieved through the implementation of smart growth indicators.
Quality of life refers to the capacity of the environment to provide for and respond to the material and spiritual needs of indi-
viduals within a society. As such, one of the most important goals of urban planners and managers is to enhance the quality of 
life in cities and to increase the level of satisfaction among citizens.
The criteria used to assess the state of urban environmental quality include indicators such as greenery, land surface tempera-
ture, air pollution, and noise pollution.

Urban Tourism

Culture

Environment
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Isfahan: Asian Capital of Tourism 2025
Section 1: Introduction
Location: Heart of the Central Plateau of Iran
Population: Approximately 2 million people
Area: Approximately 550 square kilometers
Ranking: Third most populous city in Iran | Ninth largest city in 
Western Asia

Section 2: A Treasure of History and World Heritage
Three UNESCO World Heritage Sites:
Naqsh-e Jahan Square (inscribed 1979)
Jameh Mosque of Isfahan (inscribed 2012)
Chehel Sotoun Garden (inscribed 2011)
“Isfahan is not merely a historical city; it is a living museum.”

Section 3: Capital of Iranian Handicrafts
Numerous active handicraft disciplines
A bridge between culture and economy, engaging thousands of 
artisans in small and large workshops

Section 4: Modern Isfahan and Events
International Festival of Films for Children and Young Adults
Music and theater events
Tourism and cultural industries exhibitions
Urban diplomacy and cultural exchange
“This is not only history; here, life is in full flow.”

Section 5: Performance Report for the Capital Year 
2025

1. Key Actions (Umbrellas)
Secretariat: Established at the Historical Ezhei House
Strategic Council: Participation of elites and managers
Policy Communication: Engagement with tourism stakehold-
ers
Documentation: Recording experiences for the future

2. Categorization of Events
International Introduction: Documentary films, specialized 
maps
Domestic Promotion: Special programs for children and cit-
izens
International Events: Film festival, Museum Day
Specialized Tours: For journalists and artists

Section 6: Sustainable Development (A Look to the 
Future)
Projects:
Water resource management
Development of green spaces
Renewable energy
Urban environmental education

Urban Tourism

Culture
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Isfahan: Asian Capital of Tourism 2025
Section 7: Message from the Mayor
“Recognize Isfahan not only as a travel destination but as a cultural and economic partner for building the future of Asian 
cities.”
“This designation is an opportunity for synergy and shared experience among urban managers on the path to sustainable 
tourism development. Tourism is a force for peace and friendship among nations.”
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Kermanshah: Asian Capital of Culture 2025
Section 1: Introduction and Cultural Background of Kerman-
shah
Event Title: Kermanshah, Cultural Capital of Asian Cities 2025
Proposed Slogan: Ancient Culture, Modern Diplomacy
Civilizational Background: Kermanshah Province boasts over 4,200 
historical artifacts from various eras.
Cultural Distinction: Possession of a rich culture, diversity of ethnic 
groups, and unique customs and traditions.

Section 2: Global Standing and Event Objectives
Kermanshah: From UNESCO Creative City of Gastronomy to Cultural 
Capital of Asia
Selected from among 100 Asian cities to receive this title.
Previously registered as a Creative City of Gastronomy within the 
UNESCO Creative Cities Network.
Key Objectives: Introducing Kermanshah to the world, establishing 
cultural diplomacy, attracting tourists, and fostering synergy among 
ethnic groups and professional guilds.
An Unparalleled Opportunity: After many years, the chance to intro-
duce Kermanshah to the people of the world has been made possi-
ble.
Section 3: Cultural and Artistic Features
A Treasury of Cultures and Ethnic Groups
1. Tangible and Intangible Heritage
Historical Artifacts: Over 4,200 artifacts from various eras, including 
Taq-e Bostan, Bisotun, and the Anahita Temple.

Cultural Diversity: Coexistence of various ethnic groups 
with diverse customs and traditions.
Gastronomy: Registered as a UNESCO Creative City of Gas-
tronomy, offering an unparalleled capacity for traditional 
cuisine.
2. Cultural and Artistic Events
International Painting Competition “Seasons”: Held in part-
nership with the cities of Foshan and Shunde in China. A 
total of 31 works were submitted, and 21 individuals were 
named as top winners. The secretariat of the competition 
is the Balut Gallery, in collaboration with the Cultural, So-
cial, and Sports Organization of the Kermanshah Munici-
pality.
Section 4: Sustainable Development and a Cul-
ture-Centered Urban Vision
Culture as the Driving Engine of Sustainable Development 
in Kermanshah

Community Events and Citizen Participation
Celebratory Ceremony held in honor of Kermanshah’s se-
lection as the Cultural Capital
Location: Eastern Park of Kermanshah
Attendees: Directors of the Asian Mayors Forum and thou-
sands of citizens of Kermanshah Entertainment Programs 
for the general public
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Kermanshah: Asian Capital of Culture 2025
Recognition of Exemplary Citizens
Taxi and bus drivers, emergency medical technicians, Red Crescent 
rescuers, firefighters, and police officers

Recognition of Artistic Figures
Attendance and honoring of actors from the popular TV series ‘’Noon_
khe’’ (aimed at linking culture and media)

Symbols and Commemorative ItemsSymbols and Commemorative Items
Unveiling of a commemorative stamp for “Kermanshah, Cultural Cap-
ital of Asian Cities.”

Section 5: Special Report – Year of the Capital: Key Actions
1.	 Main Conference of the Cultural Capital
Duration: 3 days
Host: Kermanshah Municipality

2.	 International Guests and Participants
Ambassadors of Malaysia, Brunei, and Bangladesh
Cultural attaché of Bangladesh, Chargé d’affaires of Sri Lanka, Con-
sul General of Mongolia
Cultural attaché and Director of the Technical and Vocational School 
from Dushanbe, Tajikistan
Deputy Secretary-General of the Economic Cooperation Organiza-
tion (ECO)
Project Management Director, Tourism Director, Secretary-General, 
and accompanying delegation of the Asian Mayors Forum

Deputy of Foreign Relations, Head of Associations and Clubs 
Affairs, Head of the Social and Human Sciences Department 
at UNESCO, Head of the Cultural and Social Commission
Head of the Research Center, Cultural Deputy of Isfahan 
Municipality
3.	 Side Events of the Conference
Meetings with senior provincial officials of Kermanshah
Meetings and consultations with the Mayor of Kermanshah
Visits to historical and tourist sites in Kermanshah, includ-
ing Taq-e Bostan, Bisotun, and others
4.	 Receipt of Certificate
Official presentation of the Cultural Capital certificate to 
Kermanshah during the ceremony

Section 6: Revisiting Urban Systems, Benchmarking, Section 6: Revisiting Urban Systems, Benchmarking, 
and Legislationand Legislation
Cultural Diplomacy as a Bridge to Sustainable Cooperation

Research and Diplomatic Actions:
Direct consultations with ambassadors and representatives 
of Asian countries
Exchange of experiences with Dushanbe, Tajikistan, in the 
field of technical and vocational schools
Collaboration with international institutions: Asian Mayors 
Forum, UNESCO, ECO
Utilization of cultural capacities for the development of tour-
ism and urban economy
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Kermanshah: Asian Capital of Culture 2025
Section 7: Information Dissemination, Branding, and 
the Message to the World

The voice of Kermanshah has resounded across Asia.
Communication Products and Tools:
Commemorative Stamp exclusively issued for “Kermanshah, 
Cultural Capital of Asian Cities” (unveiled during the main 
ceremony)
Extensive media coverage of the presence of actors from the 
TV series Noon (to engage the general public)
Production of visual content documenting the conference, 
the celebratory ceremony, and the visits of foreign guests
News dissemination through domestic and international me-
dia outlets
Message from the Mayor of Kermanshah, Dr. Norouzi, re-
garding the historic opportunity ahead and an invitation to 
all guilds, artists, and citizens to cooperate:
“After many years, Kermanshah has been granted the oppor-
tunity to introduce itself to the world. This significant achieve-
ment can only be realized through the collective empathy 
and collaboration of all the people of Kermanshah including 
guilds, artists, poets, and all those involved in culture and the 
arts.”
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Tabriz: Asian Capital of Environment 2025
Section 1: Introduction and Background of the Event

Event Title: Tabriz, Environment Capital of Asian Cities 2025
Proposed Slogan: Environment, Urban Diplomacy, a Sustainable 
Future
Secretariat Launch Date: April 5, 2025
A Brief Overview of Tabriz: A city with a rich historical heritage in 
northwestern Iran, which today, with a modern approach, has be-
come a standard-bearer for sustainable development and envi-
ronmental protection in the ancient continent.

Section 2: Global Standing and Event Objectives
Tabriz: Asia’s Green Model

The first city in Iran to receive the title of Asian Capital of Environ-
ment
Setting a precedent for regional cooperation in the field of the 
environment
Key Objectives:
Promotion of green technologies, pollution reduction, and en-
hancement of environmental diplomacy
Leveraging Previous Experience:
Utilizing the capacities of “Tabriz 2018 – Capital of Tourism for Is-
lamic Countries”

Section 3: Scientific Features and Academic Partici-
pation
The University and the City: Bridging Knowledge and Action 
for the Environment
1. International Congress on “Green City, Green University”
Date: December 2–3, 2025
Scientific Partner: University of Tabriz
Achievement: 663 papers submitted to the congress secre-
tariat

Main Thematic Axes (8 Axes):
Water management, wastewater, and recycling
Air, soil, and water pollution
Biodiversity and urban ecosystems
Education, cultural development, and public participation
Environmental economics and governance
Resilience and sustainable development
Emerging technologies and artificial intelligence
Environmental law and intergenerational justice

2. Pre‑Events and Idea Generation
Two pre‑events under the title “Green Discourse” at Tabriz 
universities
National call for top environmental ideas: 175 registered 
ideas
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Tabriz: Asian Capital of Environment 2025
Section 4: Sustainable Development and an Environ-
ment-Centered Urban Vision
Practical Actions: A Green Transformation on the Path to Develop-
ment
Clean and Intelligent Transportation
Fivefold increase in passenger transportation capacity over three 
years
Renovation of 2,000 taxis – equivalent to the total of all metropol-
itan areas in the country
Procurement of 500 new buses
Installation of 2,000 traffic control cameras
Launch of electric scooter stations in various districts of the city

Waste Management and Circular Economy
50% reduction in landfill waste by the end of 2025
Smartification of waste management and compost production
Launch of a recycling line for end‑of‑life tires

Green Space and Urban Environment
Development of fruit orchards and garden lands
Excavation of 1,000 absorption wells
Replacement of 50,000 tons of annual salt spreading with de‑icing 
liquid spray
Mandating industries to establish green belts around their premis-
es
Use of treated wastewater from treatment plants for green space 
irrigation

Smart and Digital City
Expansion of the fiber optic network
Launch of the “Tabriz Up” application for smart transporta-
tion services
Operation of the “Sara 10” system for smart urban devel-
opment services
Holding an exhibition of environmental innovations and 
start‑ups on the sidelines of the congress
Implementation of pilot projects using artificial trees (air 
purification)

Section 5: Special Report – Year of the Capital (Key 
Actions)

1. Management Structure and Planning
Strategic Council: Chaired by the Mayor, with membership 
from 15 key institutions (City Council, Environmental Pro-
tection Organization, State Broadcasting Corporation, uni-
versities, Chamber of Commerce, etc.)
Central Secretariat: Located within the Deputy for Coordi-
nation of Districts of the Tabriz Municipality
Specialized Committees: Five committees – Executive; Sci-
entific; Cultural and Social; Information and International 
Affairs; Industry, Mining, and Trade

2. Meeting Performance Statistics (Counter format)
22 meetings of the Strategic Council
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Tabriz: Asian Capital of Environment 2025
45+ expert and executive meetings
6 “Knowledge‑Based Wednesdays” sessions – attracting 30 inno-
vative ideas and start‑ups

3. Events and Exhibitions
Holding an exhibition of environmental innovations and start‑ups 
on the sidelines of the congress
Implementation of pilot projects using artificial trees (air purifica-
tion)

Section 6: Revisiting Urban Systems (Laws and Standards)
A View to the World: Formulating New Urban Standards

Research and Legislative Actions:
Comparative study of laws and standards of Tokyo, Seoul, Dubai, 
and Istanbul
Drafting of environmental criteria for urban development, includ-
ing sustainable architecture, green facades, energy consumption 
reduction, and urban lighting – to be submitted to the City Council
Preparation of an operational plan for reducing pollution from pow-
er plants (in collaboration with the Environmental Protection Orga-
nization and the Regional Electric Company), with the aim of elim-
inating heavy fuel oil (Mazut)

Section 7: Information Dissemination and Branding 
(Message to the World)
Tabriz’s Voice in the Language of the World
Communication Products and Tools:
Design and registration of the official event logo, displayed 
on buses, billboards, and promotional items
Launch of an official four‑language website: Tabriz eco‑ur-
ban (tabrizcourban.tabriz.ir) featuring news, scientific arti-
cles, performance reports
Production of media content: teasers, podcasts, reports, and 
various videos (broadcast on provincial networks and digi-
tal media)
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Antalya: Asian Capital of Environment 2025
Section 1: Introduction
Location: Southern coast of Turkey, on the Mediterranean Sea
Population: Over 2 million people
Area: Approximately 1,417 square kilometers
Distinctive Feature: One of the most important centers for tourism 
and agriculture in the region

Section 2: Climate Change Challenges and Solutions
Combating climate change is the primary priority of urban man-
agement.
Integrated management of urban water resources
Developing solutions to protect plants from environmental dam-
age
Preventing drought through the use of treated wastewater in ag-
ricultural irrigation
“Antalya is not merely a tourist destination; it is a model for sus-
tainable resource management.”

Section 3: Green Economy and Recycling Cycle
Turning Waste into Wealth: A Smart Approach
Energy generation from solid waste recycling (fermentation)
Production of natural fertilizer from recycled materials
Prevention of recyclable material waste through source separation 
of waste
Establishment of 4 biogas plants for clean energy production

Section 4: Renewable Energy and Infrastructure
Moving Toward a Clean and Sustainable Future
Creation of 22 solar power plants and provision of free energy 
for farmers
Establishment of the first public building that produces solar 
energy
Construction of a power plant generating energy from waste 
heat
Production of clean energy for 145,000 households

Section 5: International Awards and Certifications
Licensing for environmentally friendly companies
A unique developed credit card in Turkey
Obtaining TSE and ISO 50001 certification
Receiving 28 international environmental awards
Coastal clean‑up and acquisition of 233 international Blue Flags 
along 630 kilometers of coastline

Section 6: Sustainable Development and a Vision for 
the Future (2026)
Planting approximately 3 million seeds to expand green areas
Reducing carbon emissions through investment in electric trans-
portation and smart intersections
Strengthening citizen education through innovation centers and 
practical workshops
Hosting the COP31 international conference in 2026
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Antalya: Asian Capital of Environment 2025
Section 7: Message from Urban Management
“Recognize Antalya not only as a leisure destination but as a pioneer in environmental protection and sustainable devel-
opment.”
“These achievements are the result of a commitment to nature and efforts to build a healthy future for generations to 
come.”
“The environment is our shared heritage.”
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