Asian Mayors Forum 7% General Assembly Final Declaration

Tehran, November 2025

The Seventh General Assembly and Eleventh Executive Board Meeting of the Asian Mayors Forum
(AMF), convened in 2025, concluded its proceedings with a renewed affirmation of the essential
role of cities in shaping international relations, strengthening regional stability, and advancing
sustainable development across Asia. The participants emphasized that cities, as the primary
arenas of economic growth, social interaction, cultural exchange, and technological
transformation, have become indispensable diplomatic actors whose cooperation directly
contributes to peace, prosperity, and resilience. The Forum reaffirmed its commitment to
elevating city diplomacy as a pillar of intergovernmental and people-to-people relations in the

world.

The Assembly reviewed the work of the Secretariat throughout the past term and commended its
strategic focus on revitalizing the organization’s institutional functions; restoring the Forum’s
active presence in international municipal networks; and enhancing cooperation with embassies,
international organizations, cultural institutions, academic entities, and civil society groups.
Delegates noted that the Secretariat’s emphasis on re-engaging member cities, expanding public
outreach initiatives, and reinforcing the Forum'’s visibility among citizens has significantly

contributed to the consolidation of AMF’s operational capacity and global standing.

In their deliberations, member cities stressed the need for the Forum to move decisively toward
practical, applicable, and results-oriented cooperation. It was underscored that contemporary
challenges require not only dialogue but also the implementation of joint projects, technical
exchanges, capacity-building programs, and collaborative policy solutions. The General Assembly
emphasized that economic diplomacy—particularly in fields such as sustainable investment,
innovation, green urban technologies, cultural and creative industries, and tourism—must
become a central orientation of AMF’s future activities. Participants agreed that the Forum'’s next
phase should cultivate an environment in which municipal partnerships yield measurable
outcomes capable of improving governance, strengthening social cohesion, and expanding

opportunities for economic development.



Looking ahead, the Forum adopted a future vision that places strong emphasis on deepening
engagement with the private sector, especially companies and institutions active in knowledge-
based, innovative, and technology-driven urban solutions. The Assembly recognized that
cooperation between municipalities and private actors will be vital in addressing infrastructure
needs, fostering smart-city development, and promoting entrepreneurship. Delegates reiterated
that closer collaboration with research institutions, universities, and innovation ecosystems will
further strengthen the Forum'’s capacity to respond to emerging urban challenges. These
orientations will guide the Secretariat’s long-term planning and the design of the Forum’s

upcoming programs, events, and regional initiatives.

Throughout the meeting, delegates reaffirmed the Forum’s foundational mission to advance
peace, dialogue, and cooperation across Asia through the active engagement of cities. It was
emphasized that city diplomacy constitutes a vital instrument for preventing conflict, promoting
intercultural understanding, and enabling humanitarian coordination. The Forum resolved to
strengthen its efforts in promoting mutual respect, partnership, and solidarity among the
municipalities of Asia, and highlighted that cooperation at the urban level remains critical to

achieving regional stability and sustainable development.

The General Assembly expressed profound concern regarding constant violations of ceasefire and
continuation of the genocide and ecocide in Gaza. The Assembly called unequivocally for the
immediate cessation of military attacks by the Israeli regime, the protection of civilians, and the
unrestricted delivery of humanitarian assistance. It further stressed the urgent need for
coordinated international support aimed at the reconstruction and rehabilitation of Gaza. The
Forum reaffirmed its solidarity with the people of Gaza and its readiness to promote initiatives

that contribute to relief efforts and long-term recovery.

In conclusion, the Seventh General Assembly of the Asian Mayors Forum reaffirmed the collective
determination of its member cities to strengthen city diplomacy, expand inter-city cooperation,
and advance practical mechanisms that enhance economic, cultural, environmental, and
humanitarian collaboration across the Asian continent. The Forum reiterated that the future of
Asia depends on cities working together—creatively, responsibly, and in a spirit of partnership—

to build a more peaceful, resilient, and interconnected region.



