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a view of Haikou 

Report of the Fourth General 
Assembly of AMF
24 -27 November, 2014 Hai-
kou, People,s Republic of China

About Haikou: 

Haikou known as the Coconut City is 

the capital of Hainan Province of china 
with the population of some 2,200,000 
people. The main revenue of Haikou is 
through agricultural, industrial and ser-
vice activities. Industries of Haikou are 
advanced in the machinery and phar-
maceutical sectors. Haikou is one of the 
most developed Chinese cities in terms 
of tourism and transportation and is 
considered as one of the youngest cities 
of China. The volume of imports and ex-
ports of Haikou surmounted to US$ 5.1 
billion in 2013.
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The Fourth General Assembly of the 
Asian Mayors Forum (AMF):

The fourth General Assembly of Asian 
Mayors Forum (AMF) was held on No-
vember 25, 2014 in Haikou, China. Some 
42 mayors and their representatives as 
well as authorities from five interna-
tional organizations participated in the 
meeting. 
Opening Ceremony:
The opening ceremony of the fourth 
General Assembly of Asian Mayors Fo-
rum started with speeches from mayors 
of Haikou, Bangkok, Tehran, the repre-
sentative of mayor of Istanbul, the dep-
uty mayor of Guangzhou, and the Secre-
tary General of the AMF. 

The opening ceremony of the fourth session of the Asian Mayors Forum
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Speeches of the Inaugural Cer-
emony 
Excerpts from the Remarks by 
Mr. Ni Qiang  the Honorable 
Mayor of Haikou, Host City

The inaugural ceremony began by an 

opening speech by Mr. Ni Qiang the 
Honorable Mayor of Haikou. Welcoming 
distinguished delegations and local dig-
nitaries who attended the ceremony, he 
pointed out:
 Asian Mayors Forum is an important 
platform to promote city-to-city commu-
nication and exchange; to enrich and de-
velop traditional Asian culture and val-
ues and enhance the common growth of 
all Asian cities.
This is a rare opportunity for Haikou to 
boost exchange and cooperation with 

Mayor of Haikou
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other Asian cities and countries around 
the world.
 Since its inception, the Asian Mayors Fo-
rum has attracted tremendous attention 
from Asian cities and the international 
community, due to its rapid develop-
ment. Every forum meeting provides an 
excellent opportunity to reinforce com-
munication between cities, succeed the 
Asian cultures, discuss topical issues 
and challenging problems in-depth, and 
learn from the development experience 
of comparatively advanced cities. It also 
opens up a broader space for coopera-

tion and development of Asian cities. 
The forum is a positive force that gives 
Asia a prominent voice in the world. 
The meeting will focus on « Innovative 
Economies: the Roles of Asian Cities 
and Local Governments». All delegates 
are encouraged to present their views 
and discuss strategic plans. This forum 
provides a crucial exploration of Asian 
cities’ economic reform and develop-
ment under new and ever changing cir-
cumstances. It will surely play an active 
role in future exchange and cooperation 
between Asian cities.
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Excerpts from the Remarks by 
Mr. Sukhumbhand Paribatra, 
the Honorable Governor of 
Bangkok and the Third Presi-
dent of the Asian Mayors Fo-
rum
 Mr. Paribatra, in his speech at the inau-
gural ceremony, pointed out: I believe 

that the AMF has become an interesting 
strong network helping all of its mem-
bers to share best practices in address-
ing common urban challenges, to bring 
a common sustainable urban develop-
ment, and to create a competitive eco-
nomic environment in Asia. 
I wish for mayor of Haikou City and Hai-
kou great success and also to resource 
all the distinguished member cities that 
Bangkok is ready to make its contribu-
tion to the progress and development of 
the Asian mayors Forum.

 

Governor of Bangkok
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Excerpts from the Remarks by 
Dr. Ghalibaf, the Honorable 
Mayor of Tehran, Founder and 
the First President of the Asian 
Mayors Forum

Mr. Ghalibaf, noted that: this symposi-
um for Asian cities is an opportunity to 
bring about development and progress 
for everyone in a competitive modern 
world, and I hope this will be realized 
with the creation of a cooperation net-
work that works its way towards spur-
ring sustainable urban development.
The growth of international urban evalu-
ation indices in different areas in Asian 
cities is an indication of a non-negligible 
growth of key indices of urban economy 
in our region. In my opinion, this obvi-
ous growth has its own specific compo-
nents and characteristics. The continent 

of Asia, with its particular cultural, so-
cial, historical and religious features, is 
undoubtedly capable of mapping out 
creative local strategies compatible with 
its own cultural coordinates for the eco-
nomic boom and promotion of the lives 
of its citizens.
I think that after four rounds of AMF 
summits, this foundation has reached 
a maturity to enter more serious issues 
and put on its agenda urban policies 
compatible with the regional features of 
Asia, especially concerning environmen-
tal issues and urban poverty.
On this basis, I suggest taskforces un-

Mayor of Tehran
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der the Commission of the Common 
Challenges of the Asian Cities to put on 
their agenda the review of strategies to 
challenge urban poverty with an empha-
sis on offering certain region-specific 
operational solutions, such as creating 
sustainable urban sources of income, 
reforming pricing patterns for urban ser-
vices and ways of collecting payment, 
facilitating local governments’ access to 
the capital market and the participation 
of private sector in our region.

I believe that some Asian cities require 
new managerial frameworks in their re-
action against urban economic problems
I announce here that local governance 
in metropolitan Tehran has provided us 
with valuable experience in urban econ-
omy and in the improvement of business 
spaces
I am certain that we Asians can achieve 
immensely constructive forces in the 
light of our solidarity, convergence and 
synergy.
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Excerpts from the Remarks by 
Mr. ICIN, the Honorable Rep-
resentative of Mayor of Istan-
bul (Dr. Kadir Topbas) and the 
Second President of the Asian 
Mayors Forum

To me, Asian mayors’ forum is a circle of 
friends. We are just the different branch-
es of the same tree.
Our roots, the soil nurturing us and our 
purpose are all the same. The ultimate 
goal we have is the elevation of urban 
standards. We all aim at universalizing 
democracy, and work for global peace, 
stability and prosperity.
We struggle for providing immediate so-
lutions for problems. The determinism of 
our organization is worthy of commen-
dation. And people should be served 
with a safe urban life that provides eve-

ryone with life assurance and in which all 
necessary precautions are taken.
Cities need to become cities of peace, 
which preserves the world fellowship 
and is not discriminative towards any re-
ligion, language or race.
A city life with modern transport systems 
should be enabled. A modern and secure 
business life should be founded.
Social projects should be realized to fight 
the poverty. Drugs and all kinds of its de-
rivatives that poison the humanity should 
be fought effectively.
The common access to all modern public 
services, especially education, should be 
provided.

Representative of Mayor of Istanbul
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Excerpts from the Remarks by 
Mr. Mohammad Khodadadi, 
the Honorable Secretary Gen-
eral of Asian Mayors Forum

The last speaker in Inaugural ceremony 
was Mr. Mohammad Khodadadi, who 
pointed out: Today, a new chapter is to 
open in the history of this young and yet 
successful forum. Thanks to our host, 
Mr. Ni Qiang, the distinguished Mayor 
of Haikou, we are to hold the Fourth 
Meeting of the General Assembly of the 
Asian Mayors Forum, which I hope will 

set another milestone in our common 
path towards more close links, coopera-
tion and exchanges. I therefore owe spe-
cial thanks and gratitude to Mr. Ni Qiang 
and his colleagues in the Municipality 
of Haikou for the excellent preparations 
and provision of the services for a new 
long pace. Taking this new pace, howev-
er, would definitely require full devotion 
and participation of all member cities.
The inaugural session also featured two 
minor ceremonies:
- First was the handover ceremony 
of the AMF Presidency from Honor-
able Sukhumbhand Paribatra, the dis-
tinguished Governor of Bangkok who 
served as the 3rd AMF President since 
2012, to Honorable Ni Qiang the distin-
guished Mayor of Haikou who assumed 

Secretary General of AMF
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the 4th AMF Presidency beginning from 
November 2014 for a period of two 
years.
- Second was a ceremony of awarding 
plaques of appreciation by Mayor of 
Haikou to Mr. Ghalibaf, Mr. Kadir Topbas, 
Mr. Sukhumbhand Paribatra and Mr. 
Mohammad Khodadadi.

 

Hand Over Ceremony

Ceremony of Plaques of Appreciation
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Group photo
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The meeting of the General As-
sembly:
At this section of the programs, the 
agenda of the board of directors was re-
cited and was adopted. 
Speeches of the General De-
bate
Mr. Mohammad Khodadadi, the AMF 
Secretary General presented a report in 
which he highlighted the major activities 
and achievements of the organization 
over the past two years.
Excerpts from the Report by 
Mr. Mohammad Khodadadi

I am very much delighted to witness that 
the main body of the Asian Mayors Fo-
rum is once again in session .This is an 
occasion for blessing and hope. My hope 
is that this General Assembly will renew 
our commitment to the goals and objec-
tives of the AMF. It is an honor for me to 

address this meeting and report on the 
AMF activities over the past two years 
during which my colleagues and I have 
been working the implementation of the 
AMF Bangkok Declaration. In particular 
we have been mandated to focus on ex-
panding AMF membership, strengthen-
ing AMF relations with its sister organi-
zations, promoting closer ties between 
AMF member cities, holding the third 
and fourth meetings of the executive 
board and following up the AMF award 
initiative.
A number of delegations presented their 
speeches and remarks during the 
General debate. 

Report of Secretary General of AMF
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Excerpts from the Remarks by 
Mrs. Fatma Sahin, the Honor-
able Mayor of Gaziantep, Tur-
key

Mrs. Fatma Sahin from Gaziantep, distin-
guished mayor of Gaziantep addressed 
the Assembly by emphasizing that be-
ing in a strong cooperation, as mayors, 
is extremely important in terms of in-
creasing the life quality and of bringing 
both information and technological era 
to our cities, especially in Asia, which is 
a big continent. In fact, our ancestors 
had achieved this through the Silk road. 
Gaziantep exports through two hundred 
different countries and it has the capac-
ity of six billion dollars of exportation 

and six billion dollars of importation per 
year. We are swiftly adopting the new 
regulations related to the use of the 
wind power, the solar power and the 
geothermic power, so called renewable 
energy powers, for our city.

Mayor of Gaziantep
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Excerpts from the Remarks by 
Mr. Mehmet Duman, the Hon-
orable Secretary General of 
UCLG-MEWA

The second speech was presented by 
honorable Mehmet Duman, Secretary 
General of UCLG-MEWA who pointed 
out: the collaboration between Asian 
metropolises, which I believe is the main 
purpose of the Asian Mayors Forum, will 
continue to provide benefits on the are-

as such as balanced and inclusive devel-
opment, efficient disaster management, 
and urban health.
City planning, city tourism, urban ar-
chitecture, active transportation man-
agement, scientific and technological 
mobilization, which are the topics that 
have to be focused and improved in our 
region, can be improved by sustainable 
governance. All the activities that con-
stitute the basis of sustainable develop-
ment and effective participation in the 
urban management should be given pri-
ority. I believe Asian Mayors Forum is a 
great opportunity for exchanging ideas 
which is only possible by efficient com-
munication channels and coordination.

Secretary General of UCLG-MEWA
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Excerpts from the Remarks by 
Mr.  IIsur Metshin, the Honor-
able Mayor of Kazan, Russia 

The Third speech was presented by 
honorable IIsur Metshin, distinguished 
Mayor of Kazan who pointed out: Kazan 
being guided by the President of the Re-
public of Tatarstan and supported by the 
federal Government, we are implement-
ing today a unique project  - the con-
struction of Innopolis town. The Project 
is unique by the fact that all the required 
conditions for a comfortable living and 
work of young IT specialists and mem-
bers of their families will be created 
within the same site, along with the 
social infrastructure, residential hous-
es, Kindergartens, schools, sports and 
health facilities. It means that the condi-
tions for a comfortable living, work and 

recreation will be provided. 
About 155 thousand residents will live in 
Innopolis, and 60 thousand qualified IT 
specialists will work there. Innopolis will 
invite leading IT companies both from 
Russia and the whole world. At the same 
time, we are implementing the project 
of the Smart City Kazan that implies cre-
ating new city space for developing busi-
ness, educational and research and de-
velopment activities for the purpose of 
stimulating and elaborating prospective 
sectors of the economy of the Republic 
of Tatarstan.

Mayor of Kazan



A
SI

AN MAYORS FORUM

2008 Asian Mayors Forum
20

Excerpts from the Remarks by 
Mr. Masoud Nosrati, distin-
guished Mayor of Qazvin, Iran

The Fourth speech was presented by Mr. 
Masoud Nosrati, distinguished Mayor of 
Qazvin who pointed out: In order to have 
more progressive cities in Asia, we need 
to share our experience and capacities 
of members to reduce the expenses and 

time in urban metropolitan manage-
ment.  In this regard, there has been im-
portant experience and capacity for the 
city of Qazvin and it can be shared and 
generalized with the other Asian cities. 
selection of 7 projects of Qazvin mu-
nicipality as the best global experience, 
tourism pilot of human settlement pro-
gram of united nations in 2005, election 
of Qazvin city as the cleanest city of Iran, 
the compilation of the first program of 
strategic development in Iran (CDS) by 
supporting of global developing bank. 
The implementation of the agenda lo-
cal 21of united nations as the first city of 

Mayor of Qazvin
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Iran with the cooperation of UN- HABI-
TAT and the University of Vienna, design-
ing and management of standard rest 
rooms around the city, getting the letter 
of commendation from UN-HABITAT, 
and establishment of permanent secre-
tariat of the world assembly of Islamic 
cities after the successful holding the 
three day meeting of the world assem-
bly of Islamic cities with the presence of 
23 countries in Qazvin. Announcing the 
point that Qazvin municipality is ready 
for hosting the technical workgroups.
At last all the audiences are invited to 
visit the city of Qazvin for The meeting 
of mayors of the cities in Silk Road host-
ed by Qazvin will be held in September, 
2016.Also, Qazvin participated in sister 
city summit as a new sister city of Hai-

kou. Mr. Nosrati, The Honorable mayor 
of Qazvin in this meeting said: sister city 
agreement is a friendly and objective re-
lation that would be held by the goal of 
exchanging information and experience 
and the development of cultural, social, 
economic, urban, technical and political 
issues and it is 70 years old. Sister city 
agreement will have growth and sustain-
able development of city and also re-
duction of young problems, cultural and 
artistic exchanging and make an effort 
for sending first aids in critical times. 
The things mentioned made this oppor-
tunity for Qazvin to have the sister city 
agreements with the cities such as: Alto 
Altenjo, Portuguese-Gaziantep, Denizli, 
Turkey-Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan and also the 
beautiful city of Haikou.
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Excerpts from the Remarks by 
Mr. Mohammad Hazratpour, 
the Honorable Mayor of Ur-
mia, Iran

The Fifth speech was presented by Mr. 
Mohammad Hazratpour, distinguished 
Mayor of Urmia who noted that: The 
most important aspects of innovation 
economy at this time are moving to-
wards the investment by attracting in-
ternal and international entrepreneur.
One of most important characteristics 
that are essential role in community de-
velopment, investment and effort in or-
der to fulfill the economic boom of cities 
that has always been one of the main 
concerns of urban management. Invest-
ment of  private sector and attract credit 
needs in areas such as the beautiful face 

of the city, tourist attraction, reduce 

environmental problems and manage-

ment it, traffic management and trans-

port and the like, which is highest used 

be considered in addition to revenue for 

municipalities, citizens also have the sat-

isfaction.

Mayor of Urmia
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Excerpts from the Remarks by 
Mr.  Mohammad Bizri, the Honor-
able representative of Municipality 
of Saida (Lebanon)

Who pointed out that to achieve the 
necessary changes, three goals should 

be set: better communication, expanded 
and greater cooperation among Asian 
cities and creating a data bank of the 
unique projects. It is incumbent upon us 
to bring our objectives as closely as pos-
sible to our achievements to translate 
our ideas to realities. As all of us know, 
currently the world is facing three po-
litical, economic and technological chal-
lenges. We should not look at countries 
higher, lower, ahead of us or lagging be-
hind us. We should rather look around 
ourselves to form a successful forum. 

Representative of Municipality of Saida
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Excerpts from the Remarks by 
Mr. Valliollah Bayati, the Honor-
able representative of Municipality 
of Qom, Iran

And the last one was the honorable 
representative of Municipality of Qom, 
Mr. Valliollah Bayati who pointed out: 
Growth of development in modern cit-

ies accorded with industrialization and 
it has made municipalities to have com-
plicated duties for providing quite great 
facilities for the future and it is neces-
sary to give and take each other experi-
ences for reaching to this aim.
The core purpose for this summit is to 
cooperate with each other to use poten-
tial, creativity, innovation and remove 
all urban problems which have made 
us to develop the quality of living. My 
colleagues and I have tried to plan and 
execute many projects for development 
of our city and our city face is in great 

Representative of Municipality of Qom
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changes. We have many other projects 
which still need for investing as follow-
ing:
Water pipeline project, international air-
port, Tehran, Qom, Isfahan train, Mon-
orail, Subway, Highway between holy 
shrine and JamKaran mosque, parking 
lot and so on.
The distinguished delegations of al-Quds 

in Palestine and Baghdad in Iraq drew the 
attention of the participants to the cur-
rent humanitarian tragedies and atroci-
ties which are taking place by forces of 
occupation and terrorist groups affect-
ing the citizens of their respective cities 
and asked for any kind of assistance that 
may be feasible by the AMF member cit-
ies in order to alleviate their situations.
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Standing Commissions Meet-
ing:

The three standing commissions of the 
AMF, namely the standing commission 
on common challenges to Asian Cities; 
the standing commission on city-to-city 
cooperation; and the standing commis-
sion on local governance and public 

participation held a joint meeting in the 
afternoon. The meeting was started by 
opening remarks by Mr. Khodadadi, the 
AMF Secretary General. The meeting 
continued by remarks and presentation 
of heads of delegations from Bangkok; 
Ankara, Mashhad; Gaziantep; Baalbek; 
Urmia; Karachi;  Baghdad; and Tehran.
The representative of governor of Bang-
kok, Dr. Vallop Suwandee, provided 
some useful explanations about inno-
vative economy and the smart city by 
a power point presentation. His speech 
was about the infrastructure required 
for a smart city. These infrastructures 

Meeting of Commissions
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should be in the fields such as health, 
education, government, and trade. All of 
these infrastructures should be smart to 
have a smart city. Smart business, smart, 
people, and smart government interact 
directly with each other. 
The representative of Mashhad munici-
pality, Mr. Mirzaei, stated that the main 
challenges of Mashhad are air pollution 
and the public transportation. Showing a 
clip of this Iranian city, he introduced the 
infrastructures of Mashhad. 
The mayor of Baalbek, Mr. Hamed Has-
san, delivered a speech about city-to-
city cooperation and asserted that the 
Lebanese tourism in undergoing stagna-
tion due to the Syrian crisis and Leba-
nese authorities are making efforts to 
revive the tourism industry there.
The representative of the holy city of 
Alquds (Jerusalem), Mr. Nashashibi, 
talked about the Palestinian occupation 
and the massacre of Palestinian citizens 
by occupiers and denounced terrorism 
across the world. 
The representative of traffic depart-
ment of Tehran municipality, Mr. Abdol-

lahi, provided some explanations about 
transportation and the Asian Transpor-
tation Committee. 
Using a power point presentation, the 
representative of Ankara municipality, 
explained the advancement of tourism, 
cultural heritage, touristic attractions, 
public transportation, innovative solu-
tions, management of solid waste and 
water treatment in Ankara. He present-
ed some information about urban plan-
ning, infrastructure activities and envi-
ronmental developments in Ankara.
The Mayor of Urmia, Mr. Hazratpour, de-
livered a speech about urban challenges 
and requested that strategies should be 
developed to create sustainable urban 
revenues. He put forward two sugges-
tions. His first suggestion was choos-
ing the motto of “clean and green city 
equipped with modern technology” for 
member cities of the AMF for the year 
2025. His second suggestion was con-
cerned with the establishment a joint 
fund by the AMF through cooperation 
with the finances of the World Bank and 
European banks to solve financial prob-
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lems of member cities. 
The Mayor of Gaziantep, Mrs. Fatma 
Sahin, showed a clip about the urban 
achievements in her city and provided 
some explanations about infrastructures 
of this city.
The representative of Baghdad munici-
pality, Mrs. Khowla Mosa, introduced 
the city of Baghdad and its existing chal-
lenges as a result of civil tensions. She 
denounced the terrorist acts of the ISIL.
Attending the meeting, the representa-
tive of Tehran municipality, Dr. Gilabadi, 

President of Communication and Inter-
national Affair of Municipality of Tehran 
stated that one of the main preoccupa-
tions of all urban managers is poverty 
and slums and it is of essential impor-
tance to investigate reasons for getting 
embroiled in poverty and slums. He ex-
pressed readiness on behalf of Tehran 
municipality to exchange experiences 
of his respective city with other Asian 
cities and make use of experiences and 
capabilities of other Asian capitals and 
megacities. 

President of Communication and International Affairs of Municipality of Tehran
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The representative of Karachi munici-
pality, Mr. Farooqi, suggested that to-
gether with city-to-city cooperation, 
there should be people-to-people coop-
eration. He asserted that to achieve this, 
certain objective should be set and em-

phasized as the common goals for all the 
mayors to be met by 2015. He said that 
meetings and assemblies should be held 
in a manner to provide us opportunities 
to learn from each others’ experiences. 
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Closing Ceremony

At first, the agenda of the closing cer-
emony was read out and was adopted. 
After that the board of directors recited 
the report of the executive board whose 
meeting was held the night before and 
the following items were covered: 
1-Adoptating the agenda for the General 
Assembly
2- Making decision about the host of the 
General Assembly for 2016
3- Reviewing and adopting the budget 

for 2014-2015
4- Awarding the plaques for the honor-
ary membership
Out of the three candidate cities for host-
ing the fifth General Assembly namely 
Karachi, Gaziantep and Amman, the 
Turkish city of Gaziantep was chosen 
as the host for the next meeting of the 
General Assembly of the AMF and this 
choice was well received by the partici-
pants. 
The budget for 2014-2015 was reviewed 
and adopted by the members. Addi-
tionally, it was decided that a biennial 
award to be granted to an academic, 
a researcher or an expert with great 
works through with he offers innovative 
solutions for common challenges of the 
Asian cities.  
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Excerpts from the Remarks 
by Mr. Ni Qiang , the Honorable 
Mayor of Haikou and the AMF Presi-
dent in Closing Session

The closing session came to an end by 
the keynote speech of Honorable May-
or of Haikou, Mr. Ni Qiang who under-
lined: I am delighted and privileged to 
be elected to take the fourth presidency 
this morning. It is not only an honor for 
myself, but also shows the trust and sup-
port you have put in Haikou.
All the participating delegates took part 
in free discussions, learned from each 
other and reached consensus on promot-
ing city-to-city cooperation, all of which 
strengthened our confidence and deter-
mination to further reform and develop.
With a distinctive theme, the forum has 
been both large-scale and of a high-
standard. This meeting has passed the 

“Haikou Declaration”, which promotes 
trust, friendship, and exchanges and co-
operation among cities. Focusing on the 
theme “Innovative Economies: the Roles 
of Asian Cities and Local Governments”, 
the forum led to in-depth discussion on 
innovation and reform, sustainable de-
velopment, challenges facing cities and 

Mayor of Haikou
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other topics under new circumstances.
Honorable Mayors, all my colleagues: 
As the rotating president, I will be com-
mitted to promote exchange and com-
munication among members, enhance 
the interconnection and influence of the 

forum, increase contact and cooperation 
with other international organizations 
such as Boao Asia Forum, and drive pro-
gress, economic reform and develop-
ment with other Asian cities.
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Honorary membership of the 
AMF:

Based on the charter of the AMF, the 
honorary membership of the AMF was 
granted to Dr. Masoud Islami for his ef-
fective cooperation with the AMF in 
compiling content-related issues, pro-

gramming and policy-making since the 
establishment of the AMF up to now as 
well as Dr. Kwaak the President of the 
World Citizens Organization (WCO) for 
his voluntary cooperation with the AMF. 
The plaques of honorary membership 
were awarded to these two figures in a 
ceremony by the mayor of Haikou. After 
consultation with some member cities, 
the final declaration of the fourth Gen-
eral Assembly (Haikou Declaration) was 
read out and was adopted composing 12 
articles. 
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Nominating ambassador of 
the WCO in Tehran:

Awarding a plaque, Dr. Kwaak chose 
the Secretary General of the AMF Mr. 
Khodadadi as the ambassador of the 
World Citizens Organization in Tehran 
and asked for the increased cooperation 
between the AMF and WCO.
In one section of this session, Tehran 
municipality explained the issue of the 

Golden Adobe and asked the partici-
pants to actively participate in this pro-
gram. 
The Vice-President of Communication 
and International Affair of Municipal-
ity of Tehran, Dr. Mozafari, stated that 
Tehran municipality intends to establish 
connections with other Asian cities pri-
oritizing the issue of the public transpor-
tation. In line with an article in the Bang-
kok Declaration related to this issue, a 
training course will be held in Tehran.
Some of the participants congratulated 
the Mayor of Gaziantep, Ms. Fatma Sa-
hin, on the occasion of hosting the fifth 
General Assembly of the AMF in 2016.  
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Report of the Executive Board 
of the AMF; Haikou, China 2014

The executive board of Asian Mayors 
Forum met one night before the fourth 
General Assembly of the AMF with the 
Representatives of Amman, Antalya, Ka-
zan, Qom, Madaripur, Saida, Baalbek, 
Bangkok, Mashhad, Karachi, Baghdad, 
Holy Quds, Dhaka, Tehran, Karaj, Qazvin, 
Istanbul, Gaziantep, Haikou, the Me-
tropolis organization, and UCLG-MEWA. 
At first, the Secretary General of the 
AMF Mr. Khodadadi provided some ex-
planations about the structure of the 
AMF and the role of its executive board 
in following resolutions adopted in the 
General Assembly. He stated that the 
meeting of the executive board of the 
AMF is held twice per year. 
Municipalities of Tehran, Qazvin, Baal-

bek, Antalya, Amman and Kazan ex-
pressed their readiness for hosting the 
commissions and next meeting of the 
executive board. 
It was decided that a letter to be sent by 
the secretariat of the AMF to member 
cities for collecting their membership 
fees. Expressing his hope that all the 
members have read the charter of the 
AMF carefully, the chairman of the ses-
sion asserted that there are three types 
of membership, Full Members, observer 
members and honorary members. He 
said that full members participate in all 
activities of the AMF and pay the mem-
bership fee but the observer members 
such as the Metropolis and UCLG do not 
participate in the projects while they can 
assist the AMF to achieve its objectives. 
After that, participants discussed about 
the text of the letter related to the priz-
es specified by the AMF. These letters 
would be sent by the secretariat of the 
AMF to the active member cities. The 
chairman of the session asked partici-
pant to read the related text of the letter 
and offer their recommendations. Final-
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ly, the text of the letter was adopted by 
the executive board. Some of the mem-
ber cities had specific suggestions which 
are as following; 
The representative of Karachi municipal-
ity, Mr. Farooqi, suggested that success-
ful experiences of cities to be the theme 
of the prizes. The representative of Me-
tropolis, Mrs. Agnes Charlotte Bickart, 
said that her respective organization had 
139 members and every three years, a 
prize is awarded to a chosen city. She ex-
pressed readiness on behalf of Metropo-
lis to share experiences with the AMF. 
The representative of Bangkok governor, 
Dr. Vallop Suwandee, suggested that the 

issue of the sustainability would be the 
theme of the prize. 
The representative of Mashhad munici-
pality, Mr. Mirzaei, suggested establish-
ment of a digital library for exchanging 
experiences. He said that the honorary 
membership to be granted to influential 
figures as well. He stated that NGOs to 
be permitted for being members of the 
AMF.
The representative of Saida municipality, 
Mr. Bizri asserted that great civilizations 
have entered the stage of urbanization 
and great civilizations are needed more 
than big organizations and more atten-
tion should be paid to them. 

Executive Board Meeting
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Chef Diplomacy Initiative:

For the first time, the secretariat of the 
AMF took an initiative to prepare Ira-
nian cuisine together with Chinese cui-
sine. It was carried out by recruiting Mr. 
Reza Haghighi Bavafa as the chef to cook 

these foods. Attending the secretariat of 
the AMF in Haikou, the chef who holds 
Master degree in food industries, cooked 
three Iranian foods namely Fesenjan, 
Chiken Tahchin, and Halim Bademjan in 
a luncheon hosted by the Mayor of Hai-
kou and attended with mayor of Tehran 
as well as other participating mayors 
and Chinese officials. Providing some ex-
planations about Iranian cuisine and Ira-
nian food culture, the Secretary General 
of the AMF stated that the luncheon has 
been set in line with the chef diplomacy 

Mayor  of Haikou praised the Iranian Chef

Mayor of Tehran praised the Iranian Chef

Iranian and Chinese food special luncheon hosted by the Mayor of Haikou
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which was well received by the honora-
ble mayors of Haikou and Tehran as well 
as other guests.  To strengthen this chef 
diplomacy, the secretariat of the AMF 

presented the members some packages 
of saffron which is the best spice for 
cooking.
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Meetings between the Secre-
tary General of the AMF and 
the deputy chancellor of Hain-
an University, Dr. Fu Ghohua, at 
Hainan University: 

In line with strengthening inter-universi-
ty cooperation of the AMF member cit-
ies, the Secretary General of the AMF 
met some authorities of Hainan uni-
versity including the deputy chancel-
lor of Hainan university, Dr. Fu Ghohua, 

the Secretary General of international 
students association and international 
cultural exchanges Mr. Yang Yunsheng, 
the head of the university council pro-
fessor Liu Kangde and the head of office 
for international economic cooperation 
Mr. Zhou Chen. The meeting was held 
at Haikou University on November 27th, 
2014. Expressing his happiness for the 
meeting, Mr. Fu described the meeting 
as a positive step for increasing coop-
eration, exchanging professors and stu-
dents between Hainan University and 
universities of the AMF member cities. It 
was announced that scholarships would 
be granted to students with good com-
mand in English language.

Meeting in Hainan University



A
SI

AN MAYORS FORUM

2008 Asian Mayors Forum
40

Meeting between the Secre-
tary General of the committee 
of the People,s Party of China 
and Mr. Khodadadi:

Extending his gratitude for good organ-
izing of the fourth General Assembly of 
the AMF in Haikou, Mr. Khodadadi al-
luded to some of the activities of the 
AMF and expressed his hopes that there 
would be good cooperation with the 
mayor of Haikou as the new president of 
the AMF.

 Bilateral meetings of the Sec-
retary General of the AMF and 
an interview with the national TV of 
China:
In the sideline of the fourth General As-
sembly of the AMF, Secretary General of 
the AMF met some representatives of 
the international organizations and may-
ors of some participating cities includ-
ing Gaziantep, Guangzhou, Haikou, Ma-
daripur, Quds, Karachi, Bangkok, Dhaka, 
Baalbek, Kazan, Tutin, Shenzhen, Diyar-
bakir and Darwin (Australia). In these 
meetings, parties talked about bilateral 
cooperation. Furthermore, the Secre-
tary General of the AMF met the Sec-
retary General of the UCLG-MEWA, the 
Secretary General of the Metropolis and 
the Secretary General of the Union of 
municipalities of Marmara. It was decid-
ed that all of the reports of the negotiat-
ing parties would be uploaded in their 
respective websites to inform others.

 

Meeting with Secretary General of the committee of the People,s Party Interview with the national TV of China
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Dinner banquet hosted by the 
Mayor of Haikou:

The Mayor of Haikou hosted a din-

ner banquet on November 25th , 2014 
where all guests including members of 
the AMF, members of the UCLG, and 
sister cities of Haikou participated. Ex-
pressing their gratitude to the host, 
some of the participating authorities 
including the Secretary General of the 
AMF requested that communications 
among member cities to increase.

Speech of Secretary General of AMF
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Luncheon hosted by the depu-
ty of Haikou Mayor, Mr. Liu:

Mr. Liu himself hosted the luncheon for 
the Secretary General of the AMF and 
his accompanying delegation. At first, 
Mr. Khodadadi expressed his gratitude 
to authorities of Haikou for excellent or-
ganization of three meetings including 
the UCLG assembly, the General Assem-
bly of the AMF and meeting of Haikou’s 
sister cities. It was suggested that Hai-
kou municipality would host one of the 
meetings for the executive board of the 
AMF. It was asserted that the suggestion 
would be followed up and the secre-
tariat of the AMF would be informed ac-
cordingly. Appreciating efforts made by 
the secretariat of the AMF, Mr. Liu stated 
that the secretariat has valuable experi-
ences in organizing conferences and can 

support the mayor of Haikou as the new 
president of the AMF. In addition, two 
parties talked about export, import, and 
tourism between Haikou and Member 
cities and asserted that the ground has 
been set for this cooperation. Mr. Liu 
said that based on his experiences visit-
ing Tehran and China such cooperation 
is useful and practical. Mr. Khodadadi 
extended the invitation of the mayor of 
Tehran to the mayor of Haikou for visit-
ing Tehran and it was decided that the 
case would be followed up.
Opening Ceremony of the 
UCLG:
The opening ceremony of the UCLG as-
sembly was held on November 26th, 
2014. The mayor of Haikou and some 
high-ranking Chinese officials attended 
the meeting. The meeting started with 
the video message of the mayor of Istan-
bul as the president of the UCLG.
In his speech, the mayor of Haikou allud-
ed to the assembly of the AMF for ad-
vancing objectives concerning inter-city 
cooperation and emphasized that this 
assembly was a great event. He added 



A
SI

AN MAYORS FORUM

2008Asian Mayors Forum
43

that all of the urban infrastructures of 
Haikou had been prepared for expanding 
tourism and holding international meet-
ings in a way that the environment was 
protected. He referred to a statement by 
Confucius made some 2000 years ago. 
Confucius has said that people come to 
cities for a better life and reside there to 
enjoy a better life.
Speech of the Secretary Gen-
eral of the AMF:
Mr. Khodadadi delivered a speech in the 
opening ceremony of the UCLG whereby 
he appreciated good cooperation exist-
ing between the AMF and the UCLG as 
two urban-based organizations. Alluding 
to the common objectives of these two 
organizations, the Secretary General of 
the AMF asked that these two organiza-

tions execute joint projects for strength-
ening cooperation among member cit-
ies.
Conclusion:
The fourth General Assembly of the AMF 
was held in a way that mayors of mem-
ber cities were more informed in com-
parison to previous meetings. In their 
meetings, they asserted that the AMF 
has become a well-known and efficient 
forum across Asia. The secretariat of the 
AMF emphasized that the level of inter-
action and contact among member cit-
ies was expected to be improved. It was 
asserted that through the secretariat or 
bilateral contacts between cities, experi-
ences of member cities about common 
challenges can be shared and inter-city 
cooperation can be strengthened. 
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Fourth General Assembly Gallery
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Having participated in the Fourth Meet-
ing of the General Assembly of the Asian 
Mayors Forum (AMF) under the theme 
of «Innovative Economies: the Roles of 
Asian Cities and Local Governments» on 
November 25th 2014 in Haikou, China:
Cognizant of the persistent efforts made 
in establishing AMF in Tehran in Novem-
ber 2008, structuring it in April 2011 in 
Istanbul and substantiating it in 2012 in 
Bangkok;
Promoting the vision of clean and green 
cities in Asia with technologically ad-
vanced public transportation available 
to citizens by 2025;

Expressing our thanks and gratitude to 
Honorable M.R. Sukhumbhand Pariba-
tra, the distinguished Governor of Bang-
kok and the Third President of the AMF, 
for his able leadership and substantial 
support in promoting the AMF;
Commending the foresight and gener-
osity of Tehran Municipality, under the 
leadership of Honorable Dr. Mohammad 
Ghalibaf, in founding and continuously 
supporting the AMF Secretariat since its 
establishment in 2008;
Extending our thanks and appreciations 
to Honorable Mr. Ni Qiang, Mayor of 
Haikou for excellent organization of the 
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Haikou Declaration
25-27  November 2014

We, Mayors, Governors and Directors of Asian cities,
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fourth AMF General Assembly meeting 
and welcoming his election as the fourth 
President of AMF;
Appreciating the efforts by Honorable 
Mr. Mohammad Khodadadi, the AMF 
Secretary General and his team at the 
secretariat, for their dedicated efforts in 
promoting AMF international status and 
expansion of its relations with other sis-
ter organizations;
Promoting innovative ideas and success-
ful projects as put into practice by AMF 
Mayors and member cities, including 
smart and sustainable economies, using 
new technologies for developing mobile 
and human –oriented public transporta-
tion, inter-city tourist facilities and ser-
vices waste management and preserva-
tion of water resources; and encourage 
all AMF members to further exchange 
their best practices and project informa-
tion through the AMF Secretariat and its 
website;

1. Determine to enhance local gov-
ernance institutions in our cities and 
promote innovative economic coop-

eration among Asian cities in order to 
reinforce sustainable development in 
Asian cities;
2. Resolve to work together for fur-
thering prosperity, reducing devel-
opmental gap, achieving Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), expand-
ing people-to-people relations, and 
eradicating poverty in Asian cities 
through regional and global network-
ing;
3. Encourage all Members to further 
engage in bilateral as well as multi-
lateral city-to-city cooperation with a 
view to expanding the scope of shar-
ing their best practices and competi-
tive innovations in urban manage-
ment;
4. Identify the following priority ar-
eas for further collaboration of mem-
ber cities in the next two years:

a. Encouraging further economic 
cooperation among Asian cities 
with particular emphasis on in-
vestment opportunities and pro-
ject financing;
b. Devising an AMF Internet por-
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tal for sharing information, ex-
changing news and ideas, facilitat-
ing cooperation on joint projects, 
and networking in the face of 
common challenges;
c. Facilitating academic and pro-
fessional exchanges in all fields’ 
relevant to urban management             
including, in particular, tourism, 
business, and economic coopera-
tion among Asian cities;
d. Developing a data bank of re-
ports on successful urban pro-
jects by all member cities;
f. Exchange of experiences and 
sharing of best practices in urban 
management particularly in pub-
lic transportation, natural disas-
ter management, etc.;

5. Decide to grant AMF Honorary 
Membership to Professor Masoud 
Islami in recognition of his valuable 
contributions to the realization of 
aims and objectives of the Asian 
Mayors Forum and to the promotion 
of institutional cooperation among 

Asian cities. 
6. Decide to grant AMF Honorary 
Membership to Professor Young-
hoon Kwaak, The President of World 
Citizens Organization (WCO) for his 
fruitful exchanges and profound co-
operation between AMF and WCO in 
promotion of our common goals and 
purposes and serving the citizens of 
the whole world .
7. Welcome the AMF Awards Ini-
tiative on the basis of principles and 
procedures proposed by the Execu-
tive Board to include the following:

a. a biannual award to a mayor 
of an Asian city who makes out-
standing and remarkable achieve-
ment in urban management;
b. a biannual award to an out-
standing journalist; media corre-
spondent; web-site manager; art-
ist, who covers best practices in 
urban projects in Asian cities;
c. a biannual award to an acad-
emician; researcher; professional 
who conducts an outstanding 
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publication providing innovative 
solutions to common challenges 
of Asian cities.  

8. Appreciate the initiative by Teh-
ran Municipality to set up a regional 
committee for cooperation among 
Asian cities in the field of urban traf-
fic and transportation and develop a 
web based data bank on urban traffic 
& transportation with human-orient-
ed approach based on the concepts 
of mobility and sustainable develop-
ment, pursuant to Article 8 of AMF 
Bangkok Declaration, and encourage 
all member cities to collaborate and 
provide relevant data and informa-
tion for further development and op-
erationalization of the initiative; 
9. Approve the Secretariat’s Annual 
Budget, as endorsed by the Execu-
tive Board, and authorize the AMF 
Secretary-General to utilize resourc-
es available through members’ con-
tributions in fulfillment of his tasks 
and in accordance with the AMF an-
nual budget. 

10. Call upon AMF members to pro-
vide their respective membership 
fees, as well as voluntary contribu-
tions, in due time;
11. Adopt the proposals by the Ex-
ecutive Board on the following nomi-
nations:

a) The city of Gaziantep, Turkey 
as the venue for the Fifth AMF 
General Assembly in 2016, and its 
Mayor as the next AMF President 
from 2016 till 2018;
b) Appreciate volunteering of 
the cities of Tehran, Qazvin, Am-
man, Karachi, Antalya, Baalbek, 
and Kazan for hosting upcoming 
Executive Boards and the Stand-
ing Commissions of AMF for the 
years of 2015& 2016.
Detailed information and exact 
program for each event shall be 
provided by the Secretariat.

12. Request the Secretary General 
to pursue the implementation of 
the decisions made by the General 
Assembly as reflected in this Haikou 
Declaration, as well as previous dec-
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larations, and report on the progress 
achieved to the AMF Executive Board 
and the General Assembly.
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Apendix
Asian Mayors Forum

Fourth General Assembly Meeting
25 November 2014, Haikou, China

Innovative Economies: the Roles of Asian Cities and Local Governments
Final Program of Work

Monday 24 November 2014 - Arrival of Delegations

14:00 – 19:00 Registration(Marriott Hotel Lobby)

19:30 – 20:30 Executive Board Meeting (Meeting Room No. 3)

Tuesday 25 November 2014 - Fourth AMF General Assembly Meeting

08:30 – 09:00 Late Registration (Marriott Hotel Lobby)

09:00 – 10:30 Opening Session(Banquet room )

09:00-09:07   Welcome Speech by Mayor of Haikou Mr. Qiang Ni

09:08-09:15 Speech by Governor of Bangkok & President of 
AMF M.R. Sukhumbhand Parbatra

09:15-09:20   Speech by Mayor of Teheran & Founder of AMF Dr. Mo-
hammad Bagher Ghalibaf

09:23-09:30   Speech by Representative of  Mayor of Istanbul & Presi-
dent of UCLG Dr. Kadir TOPBAŞ, Mayor of Istanbul

09:30-09:37    Speech by Mayor of Guagzhou, Mr. Chen Jianhua

09:40-09:50   Welcome speech by Secretary General of AMF  Mr. Mo-
hammad Khodadadi

09:50-10:00   Presidency Handover Ceremony from Bangkok to Haikou

10:00-10:15   Ceremony for Plaques of Appreciation and Honorary Mem-
bership

Award

10:15-10:30   Group Photo

10:30 – 10:45 Coffee Break

10:45 – 12:00 General Assembly in Meeting
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10:45-10:47   Adoption of Agenda

10:47-11:00   Report by AMF Secretary General

11: 00-12:00  General Debate:Speeches and Remarks by Delegations

(First Come- First Served Sign UP)

12:00 – 13:30 Lunch Time

13:30 – 15:30 (Commission Debate(Meeting rooms No.1

Commission 1: Common Challenges before Asian Cities

Commission 2: City To City Cooperation

Commission 3: Local Governance and Public Participation

15:30 – 16:00 Coffee Break

16:00 – 17:00 Closing Session

16:00-16: 10  Election of Executive Board Members

16: 10-16: 20    Adoption of Annual Budget and Membership Fee

16:20-16:30  Designation of Venue for Next General Assembly Meeting

16:30-16:45 Adoption of Haikou Declaration

16:45-16:55  Closing speech by Mayor of Haikou

16:55- 17:00 Plaques of Appreciation Ceremony and Honorary Member-
ship

18:30-20:00 Haikou Reception Banquet (Hainan International Convention& Exhibi-
tion Center)

Wednesday 26 November 2014

9:00-11:00 Participation of AMF Member Cities to Opening Ceremony of 
UCLG Congress

Afternoon City Tour/ Haikou First Sister City Mayors’ Summit

19:00-21:00 The show of Friendship

Thursday 27 November 2014

9:00-12:00 / Business Networking &Meeting with Local Entrepreneurs

Golfing /City Tour

Afternoon End of Program
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AMF Meeting in China Daily
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Full Text of Speech of Mr. Mo-
hammad Khodadadi, Secretary 
General of AMF in the Opening 
Session of
25th, November 2014

Distinguished Delegates
Ladies and Gentlemen

When the first meeting of the Asian 
Mayors Forum was held in 2008 in Teh-
ran, when the AMF was in fact founded, 
all those with deep belief and trust in 
the vast capacities of the Asian cities 
and those concerned in bringing them 
together under a dedicated continental 
umbrella, were conscious of the extent 
and diversity of different aspects of this 
endeavor.

During the past seven years we have cov-

ered together the long path of founding, 
institutionalizing and substantiating the 
work our forum through Tehran, Istan-
bul and Bangkok meetings, for which I 
extend my sincere and heartfelt thanks 
to Dr. Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, Dr. 
Ghadir Topas and M.R. Sukhumbhand 
Paribarta.

Today, a new chapter is to open in the 
history of this young and yet successful 
forum. Thanks to our host, Mr. Ni Qiang, 
the distinguished Mayor of Haikou, we 
are to hold the Fourth Meeting of the 
General Assembly of the Asian Mayors 
Forum, which I hope will set another 
milestone in our common path towards 
more close links, cooperation and ex-
changes. I therefore owe special thanks 
and gratitude to Mr. Ni Qiang and his col-
leagues in the Municipality of Haikou for 
the excellent preparations and provision 
of the services for a new long pace.
Taking this new pace, however, would 
definitely require full devotion and par-
ticipation of all member cities. I should 
therefore, while welcoming you all to 
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this Fourth AMF General Assembly Meet-
ing, wish you every success in carrying 
out your task.
You may rest assured that my colleagues 

and I in the AMF Secretariat remain, as 
before, committed to your cause and full 
supporting you during your gatherings 
as well as in the intercessional periods.
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Report by Mr. Mohammad 
Khodadadi
Secretary General of the Asian 
Mayors Forum
To the Fourth General Assembly
Haikou, China
25 November 2014

Mr. President,

At the outset let me to congratulate you 
on your assumption of the presidency 
of the Asian Mayors Forum and thank 
you for the sufficient facilities provided 
and warm hospitality extended to all 
delegations. I would also like to express 
my deep appreciation to honorable 
M.R. Sukhumbhand Paribarta, the dis-
tinguished governor of Bangkok, and his 
colleagues for their support and contri-
butions to AMF.

Mr. President
Distinguished Mayors
Ladies and Gentlemen
I am very much delighted to witness that 
the main body of the Asian Mayors Fo-
rum in once again in session .This is an 
occasion for blessing and hope. My hope 
is that this general assembly will renew 
our commitment to the goals and objec-
tives of the AMF. It is an honor for me to 
address this meeting and report on the 
AMF activities over the past two years 
during which my colleagues and I have 
been working the implementation of the 
AMF Bangkok Declaration. In particular 
we have been mandated to focus on ex-
panding AMF membership, strengthen-
ing AMF relations with its sister organi-
zations, promoting closer ties between 
AMF member cities, holding the third 
and fourth meetings of the executive 
board and following up the AMF award 
initiative. 
Expansion of the AMF Membership
Since we last met in Bangkok in 2012, 
the number AMF members has grown 
considerably and we are privileged to 
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organize the fourth AMF General Assem-
bly with 67 Members, out of which 2 are 
new; Haikou & Qazvin.
Expansion of the AMF Relations
I have represented you and the AMF in 
a number of gatherings held by various 
regional and international organizations 
active in the field of urban cooperation. 
I participated in the UCLG-MEWA Execu-
tive Bureau and Council Joint Meeting 
which was held in December 2013 in 
Konya, Turkey.
In September 2014 I participated in the 
9th Meeting of the Silk Road Mayors 
Forum, sponsored by World Citizens Or-
ganization and held in Urumqi, China. 
I also participated in the Metropolis 
World Congress held in October 2014 in 
Hyderabad, India, where I had the op-
portunity to review the possibilities for 
some closer cooperation between the 
two sister organizations together with 
Mr. Jean-Paul Huchon, the President of 
Metropolis.
An agreement for cooperation has been 
signed between AMF and the World As-
sembly of Islamic Cities and a Memo-

randum of Understanding has been 
signed with Tehran Urban Planning and 
Research Center. We have also signed 
a Protocol of Friendship, Cooperation 
and Solidarity with the Union of South-
eastern Anatolia Region Municipalities 
(GABB) and negotiations are also under-
way for signing an agreement on coop-
eration with the Secretariat of the D-8 in 
Istanbul.
Promoting Closer Ties between AMF 
Member Cities
The AMF secretariat has been a bridge 
connecting two great cities of Asia, 
namely Qazvin and Haikou to enter into 
a sisterhood agreement. The secretariat 
has also received a number of Ambas-
sadors, Mayors as well as delegations 
from various cities at the AMF premises 
in Tehran.
AMF Executive Board Meetings
The Third Meeting of the AMF Executive 
Board was held from 28 to 30 Novem-
ber 2013 in Gaziantep. The Executive 
Board meeting had a special focus on 
the rules and procedures proposed by 
the Secretariat for establishing the AMF 
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Award as prescribed by in Bangkok Dec-
laration. The Secretariat›s proposal was 
discussed and adopted by the Executive 
Board and we look forward to the par-
ticipation of all members and the sup-
port of the General Assembly in order to 
materialize the initiative and begin grant-
ing the AMF Awards in the Fifth General 
Assembly meeting in 2016.
The Executive Board also noted the 
Secretariat›s success in setting up the 
AMF internet site as the focal contact 
point within the forum and for the out-
side world. Thanks to the technical sup-
port we receive from Tehran municipal-
ity, the site is being kept updated with all 
the AMF news and documents.
Last night we held the Fourth Executive 
Board meeting too. We discussed our 
successes and of course shortcomings, 
in executing mandates we received from 
Bangkok Declaration. The Board exam-
ined and approved the AMF Secretariat`s 
budget for the next year expressed its 
gratitude and appreciation on behalf 
of all AMF members for the substantial 
support provided for the Secretariat in 

kind and in cash by the Municipality of 
Tehran and its distinguished Mayor ,hon-
orable Dr. Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf. 
The nominal membership fee, already 
approved in the first meeting of the ex-
ecutive Board in Bangkok, is in fact a re-
flection of the real interest and support 
of the member cities for the AMF cause 
and does not cover but a very small frac-
tion of the costs. I therefore like to use 
this opportunity to ask all mayors and 
delegations representing member cities 
to check their books and those who have 
arrears, I ask them not to deny their own 
forum from their moral and financial 
support. 

The Executive Board also discussed the 
venue for the next AMF General Assem-
bly while appreciating the interest and 
commitment of all candidates for host-
ing the next General Assembly. Howev-
er it had to decide on a single member 
city.
After extensive deliberation, the Execu-
tive Board decided to recommend Gazi-
antep, Turkey as the venue for the Fifth 
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AMF General Assembly and its distin-
guished Mayor as the next AMF Presi-
dent.
Mr. President 
Distinguished Mayors,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Despite its short history, the AMF has 
achieved acceptable accomplishments 
making it capable of cooperation and 
competition with other international or-
ganizations in the fields of urban man-
agement and city-city cooperation. Over 
the past six years quite a number of 
mayors and urban authorities have par-
ticipated in AMF meeting, addressing is-
sues of great concern to Asian Cities and 
Asian Citizens.  

It is obvious that AMF has great poten-
tials, as the voice of Asian citizens and 
a manifestation of wisdom of Asia, to 
influence the course of events in urban 
management in Asia. The determination 
and the resolve to fulfill this critical role 
are very much expected to flourish.
Perhaps the most important task be-
fore us is to further operationalize and 
streamline the work of our organization. 
The AMF Secretariat wishes to be guided 
by serious initiatives and consultation by 
mayors in Asian cities which could moti-
vate bilateral, multilateral and collective 
interests by members.
I thank you Mr. President  
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Full Text of Speech of Dr. Ni 
Qiang , Mayor of Haikou in the 
Opening Session of AMF 
25th, November 2014

Honorable Mayors,        
His Excellency Secretary General Mo-
hammad Khodadadi,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, honorable 
guests:

Good Morning!
Today, the Asian Mayors Forum 4th Gen-
eral Assembly is underway in the pic-
turesque ‘coconut city’ of Haikou. We 
feel tremendously honored to be your 
host. Firstly, on behalf of the Municipal 
Government and the people of Haikou, 
I would like to extend the sincerest wel-
come to all of our guests, and the warm-
est congratulations on the hosting of the 

meeting!
Founded in 2008, the Asian Mayors Fo-
rum is an important platform to pro-
mote city-to-city communication and 
exchange; to enrich and develop tradi-
tional Asian culture and values and en-
hance the common growth of all Asian 
cities. Haikou joined the Asian Mayors 
Forum in November 2013. With the 
great trust and support of Asian cities 
and the international community, it was 
selected as the host city of the 2014 
Asian Mayors Forum General Assembly. 
This is a rare opportunity for Haikou to 
boost exchange and cooperation with 
other Asian cities and countries around 
the world. I would like to take this op-
portunity to express my heartfelt thanks 
for the strong support we’ve received 
from the secretariat of the forum and all 
member cities.
Since its inception, the Asian Mayors Fo-
rum has attracted tremendous attention 
from Asian cities and the international 
community, due to its rapid develop-
ment. Every forum meeting provides an 
excellent opportunity to reinforce com-
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munication between cities, succeed the 
Asian cultures, discuss topical issues 
and challenging problems in-depth, and 
learn from the development experience 
of comparatively advanced cities. It also 
opens up a broader space for coopera-
tion and development of Asian cities. 
The forum is a positive force that gives 
Asia a prominent voice in the world.
The meeting will focus on « Innovative 
Economies: the Roles of Asian Cities 
and Local Governments». All delegates 
are encouraged to present their views 
and discuss strategic plans. This forum 
provides a crucial exploration of Asian 
cities’ economic reform and develop-
ment under new and ever changing cir-
cumstances. It will surely play an active 
role in future exchange and cooperation 
between Asian cities. 
Now, please allow me to say something 
about my city. A young tropical coastal 
city, Haikou has a population of around 
2.17 million people and land area of 
2304 square kilometers. It enjoys pleas-
ant weather year round, first class air 
quality, appealing natural scenery, fas-

cinating beach and sea areas, and a 
quality ecological environment. Haikou 
was the first Chinese city given the title 
“World Healthy City” pilot city status by 
the World Health Organization. As one 
of the most livable cities in China, Hai-
kou has also won honors such as “China 
Outstanding Tourism City”, “National 
Garden City”, “National Environmental 
Preservation Model City» and “China 
Habitat Environment Prize” amongst 
others. 
Ever since the establishment of Hainan 
as a new province and special economic 
zone, Haikou, the youngest provincial 
capital city in China, has become the 
provincial center of politics, economy, 
and culture. In recent years, Haikou has 
invested efforts in deepening economic 
reform. We prioritized the optimization 
of city space management improved 
policy structure to guide industry, inno-
vated the mechanism of an open eco-
nomic body, accelerated system building 
of ecological preservation policies, and 
comprehensively implemented the in-
dependent registration system for enter-
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prise. We also developed our economy 
with differed ownership, optimized the 
allocation and management of public 
resources, deepened system reform of 
administrative examination and approv-
al, streamlined the government and au-
thorized lower level government, carried 
out the policy of “Empowering Districts”, 
and reformed and innovated in the area 
of invigorating the sub-municipal level 
management, which enabled the rapid 
and sound growth of Haikou’s economy 
and the society.
In respect of opening up to the world, 
we established a multiple level open-
ing up pattern. We have been actively 
involved in international economic co-
operation and cultural exchange, and 
strove to develop friendly relations with 
countries around the world. We are a 
member city of the “United cities and 
Local Government”, “Metropolises” and 
“Asian Mayors Forum”, and other influ-
ential international city organizations, 
and established sister city relationships 
with 28 cities in 25 countries. With 
friends all over the world, Haikou has 

significantly enhanced its international 
profile and reputation.
Ladies and gentlemen: Haikou is a vigor-
ous dynamic coastal city that welcomes 
you with open arms. We will seize the 
unprecedented opportunity of the inter-
national tourism island project, deepen 
comprehensive economic reform, and 
continue to be dedicated to building 
an eco-friendly city, vitalized by indus-
try, empowered through human power 
and invigorated by opening up. We will 
further enhance the development of 
tourism, modern service and high-tech 
industries, and endeavor to build a ex-
quisite city that is a great choice for liv-
ing, doing business, studying and tour-
ing. 
We look forward to wide–ranging ex-
changes and cooperation with Asia and 
other regions around the world, 
Finally, I want to wish complete success 
to the 2014 Asian Mayor Forum Gen-
eral Assembly, and wish every guest and 
friend here good health and a happy life.
Thanks!
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Full Text of Speech of M.R. 
Sukhumbhand Paribatra, Gov-
ernor of Bangkok in the Open-
ing Session of AMF 
25th, November 2014

Excellency Ni Qiang, Mayor of Haikou;
Excellency Mohammad Bagher Ghali-
baf, Mayor of Tehran;
Distinguished Guests;
Ladies and Gentlemen:

  It is a great honor and pleasure for me 
to be here, to attend the 4th General 
Assembly of the Asian Mayors Forum 
in this beautiful city of Haikou, and as 
President of the Forum to greet all the 
distinguished participants at the open-
ing ceremony of this 4th general Assem-
bly of Asian mayors Forum, especially 
our two new members, Haikou City from 
the People’s republic of China and Qaz-

vin city from the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
I am confident that our two new mem-
bers will strengthen the Forum and con-
tribute to its progress and development 
in the years to come.

  At the 3rd General Assembly of the 
AMF in Bangkok, member cities had an-
other opportunity to meet and discuss 
our future cooperation, as well as to 
strengthen ties and cooperation among 
us. I would like to thank Ambassador 
Mohammad Khodadadi, Secretary-Gen-
eral of the AMF, for this sterling work 
in implementing the collective will of 
the members and for his report on the 
progress made since the 3rd General As-
sembly.

  I believe that the AMF has become an 
interesting strong network helping all of 
its members to share best practices in 
addressing common urban challenges, 
to bring a common sustainable urban 
development, and to create a competi-
tive economic environment in Asia. Cre-
ate a competitive economic environ-
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ment in Asia.

  Here, I would like to contribute to His 
Excellency Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, 
Mayor of Tehran, for his vision in found-
ing to AMF and for his continued contri-
butions to the AMF process, not least of 
all the support to the AMF Secretariat.

  As the end of my term as the President 
of the AMF approaches, allow me to say 
that
It has been a great honour to have 
served the Asian Cities in this capacity 
and to thank all members for their sup-
port and cooperation.

  Let me also congratulate His Excel-
lency Ni Qiang, mayor of Haikou City, 
for his strong leadership and generosity 
in hosting the 4th General Assembly of 
the Asian mayors Forum on Innovative 
Economies, which will take us another 
important step forward in bringing all of 
us closer together.

  I wish him and Haikou great success 
and also to resource all the distinguished 
member cities that Bangkok ready to 
make its contribution to the progress 
and development of the Asian mayors 
Forum.
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Full Text of Speech of Dr. Mo-
hammad Bagher Ghalibaf, 
Mayor of Tehran in the Open-
ing Session of AMF 
25th, November 2014

In the Name of God,
The Compassionate and the Merciful

Dear Mr. Ni Qiang, Respectable Mayor of 
Haikou,
Mr. Sukhumbhand Paribatra, esteemed 
Governor of Bangkok and respectable 
AMF President,
Honorable Mayors and Heads of delega-
tions participating in AMF Conference,
Esteemed colleagues,
Good morning to you all Ladies and Gen-
tlemen,
I am happy to be among you my knowl-
edgeable and distinguished colleagues. 

At the beginning of my speech as the 
AMF founder and the Mayor of the city 
hosting AMF permanent Secretariat, I 
express my sincere gratitude for the care 
you took in coming to this effective ur-
ban summit in spite of all your number-
less responsibilities and restrictions as 
city governors and custodians of urban 
management.
Let me express my deepest regrets and 
gravest concerns for the violence that is 
perpetrated in the name of religion in 
some cities of our region. These cities, 
that historians call the cradles of divine 
religions, are being damaged in the 
very name of those religions. I wish we 
could assign special taskforces to work 
out ways of establishing “religious safe 
cities” with the aim of using urban po-
tentials of cultural and religious diversity 
in this time-honored continent for main-
taining sustainable peace.
Dear Members,
In today’s world, cities are, on the one 
hand, shouldering the burden of eco-
nomic and geopolitical competitions of 
international actors, and on the other, 
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they serve as the centers for human so-
cieties to develop. I believe that at this 
point in time, when economic develop-
ment is more dependent on the deci-
sions of urban governors rather than the 
side-takings of national governors and in 
a region, where some countries are ex-
periencing twenty years of ongoing ac-
celerated economic development, it is a 
heavy responsibility on the shoulders of 
the governors of these cities to manage 
and develop megacities, which serve as 
the main sites of creativity, communica-
tions, innovation and the driving force 
behind urban development.
This responsibility has brought us togeth-
er at this assembly to offer our achieve-
ments to one another and to share so-
lutions when facing similar problems. In 
my opinion, this symposium for Asian cit-
ies is an opportunity to bring about de-
velopment and progress for everyone in 
a competitive modern world, and I hope 
this will be realized with the creation of 
a cooperation network that works its 
way towards spurring sustainable urban 
development.

Without a doubt, transferring extensive 
intercity experiences and cooperation 
in transnational arenas will help pro-
tect and safeguard the global civilization 
and prevent destructive challenges on 
a global scale, especially environmental 
ones. Therefore, the global sustainable 
development strategy through intercity 
cooperation and transferring experienc-
es in the “Age of Cities” can be the main 
strategy lying before AMF member cit-
ies. The Networked World of ours is in-
creasingly in need of such cooperation.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Globalization and localization together 
with economic and technological devel-
opment have not only enhanced the role 
of cities in global activities and local af-
fairs, but they have also intensifies com-
petition among various cities. In the con-
text of global competition, some cities 
are experiencing population and eco-
nomic growth, while others are endur-
ing economic recession and population 
decline. Why are some cities developing 
faster than the other cities and enjoy 
with more potential? Why do some cit-
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ies boast higher productivity and better 
public welfare?
These are issues related to urban devel-
opment, economic boom and decline in 
the context of global competition. These 
are issues related to integrated urban 
competitiveness.
The growth of international urban evalu-
ation indices in different areas in Asian 
cities is an indication of a non-negligible 
growth of key indices of urban economy 
in our region. In my opinion, this obvi-
ous growth has its own specific compo-
nents and characteristics. The continent 
of Asia, with its particular cultural, so-
cial, historical and religious features, is 
undoubtedly capable of mapping out 
creative local strategies compatible with 
its own cultural coordinates for the eco-
nomic boom and promotion of the lives 
of its citizens.
The challenges of urban governors vary 
from district to district and from city to 
city. But we believe that the essence of 
the problems and issues of this region 
is similar among many of the member 
cities. This is caused by many similari-

ties and many common geographical 
and geopolitical characteristics of these 
countries.
I think, by relying upon the cumulative 
knowledge and experience of this re-
gion, we can devise our own strategies 
and policies to move ahead on the path 
towards a “Better World”. By saying 
this, I don’t mean that we should close 
our eyes on human achievements and 
scientific frameworks, not heeding the 
lessons learnt by other cities. Instead, I 
mean that it is very important to come 
up with solutions with regard to socio-
cultural considerations of this part of the 
world. 
We all believe in the ideal of creating a 
city for a better and safer life with eco-
nomic prosperity and without marginal 
areas, hence, desirable for a high stand-
ard human existence. But here is the 
word of finding local solutions based 
on the characteristics of Asian national 
economies and cultural structures. Suc-
ceeding in this arena depends on the 
recognition of opportunities, confidence 
in relative privileges existing in our con-
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tinent and our ability in creating a com-
petitive edge. This will cause the cities to 
manage the globalization process more 
efficiently for their own interests. In my 
view, the most important issue here is 
that urban managers, in their effort to 
achieve a different and unique value for 
each city and do programming to get re-
sults, should be constantly looking for 
ways to making their cities look different 
from other cities.
Dear esteemed colleagues,
One of the most important character-
istics that can be considered in shaping 
an efficient development pattern in our 
region is giving priority to social justice, 
spatial justice and narrowing down the 
gap between social classes in urban 
spaces. The problem of urban poverty is 
bothering many member cities. Marginal 
areas and slums have disfigured the face 
of many of these cities. The scope of this 
problem encompasses security, free-
dom, education, health and marginal 
settlements. Unsustainable conditions, 
vulnerability to harms and damages, 
and failure to address challenges have 

left citizens exposed to serious prob-
lems. This is to the extent that the origin 
of some observed forms of violence can 
be traced back to city governors’ incapa-
bility to efficiently distribute the flow of 
capital in the cities and make use of the 
components of urban economy towards 
the improvement of urban conditions 
and a reduction of class gaps.
Among the inadequacies existing in this 
field is the inaccurate recognition of 
Asian cities’ “production systems” in a 
detailed way; an issue that can help us 
in our future choices. I think that after 
four rounds of AMF summits, this foun-
dation has reached a maturity to enter 
more serious issues and put on its agen-
da urban policies compatible with the 
regional features of Asia, especially con-
cerning environmental issues and urban 
poverty.
On this basis, I suggest taskforces un-
der the Commission of the Common 
Challenges of the Asian Cities to put on 
their agenda the review of strategies to 
challenge urban poverty with an empha-
sis on offering certain region-specific 
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operational solutions, such as creating 
sustainable urban sources of income, 
reforming pricing patterns for urban ser-
vices and ways of collecting payment, 
facilitating local governments’ access to 
the capital market and the participation 
of private sector in our region.
Dear Participants and Colleagues,
It is impossible to manage the transi-
tional period in Asian megacities with-
out exploiting the potential of racial and 
cultural diversity among Asian regions 
as a source of innovation and creativity 
in the betterment of urban conditions. 
I believe that some Asian cities require 
new managerial frameworks in their 
reaction against urban economic prob-
lems; frameworks which are based on 
the efficient use of cultural capacities 
with a holistic approach emphasizing 
the use of economic instruments and 
guaranteeing comprehensive spatial 
development and efficient exploitation 
of resources. The only conceivable way 
ahead of our cities is designing an inno-
vative path towards sustainable econo-
my; an issue that cannot be addressed 

on tomorrow’s agenda, but on today’s 
list of highly urgent issues.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
I announce here that local governance 
in metropolitan Tehran has provided us 
with valuable experience in urban econ-
omy and in the improvement of busi-
ness spaces, aimed at the enhancement 
of living standards. In the past years, we 
have had significant experiences based 
on our objective of creating a human-
wise city and promoting justice in dif-
ferent dimensions. These experiences 
include: employing new financial man-
agement strategies for urban projects 
such as the establishment of the City 
Bank among Iranian municipal centers 
and simultaneous financing of huge ur-
ban projects during the sanctions of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, such as Sadr-
Niayesh Multi-Level Highway, Imam Ali 
Highway and Chitgar Lake with the ap-
proach of expanding spatial justice in the 
city of Tehran. These experiences can be 
shared with other megacities that are 
AMF members.
Here and now, I ask every one of you as 
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caring, conscious and popular mayors 
and urban governors of Asian cities to 
create closer contacts with the benefi-
ciaries of local societies and gain deeper 
understanding of the vital role of meg-
acities in the formation and develop-
ment of national and global economies 
through the exchange of knowledge, in-
formation, approaches and local experi-
ences and also by playing a more active 
and more lasting role in the facilitation 
of bilateral or multilateral cooperation, 
promotion of citizens’ quality of life and 

realization of peace, development and 
all-inclusive and sustainable justice. This 
is necessary because great challenges 
require greater forces and I am certain 
that we Asians can achieve immensely 
constructive forces in the light of our 
solidarity, convergence and synergy. 
Thank you all for your patience and I 
wish success and prosperity for this con-
ference, for you, and for your good citi-
zens back home.
Thank you very much.
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Full Text of Speech of Dr. Kadir 
Topbas, Mayor of Istanbul in 
the Opening Session of AMF 
25th, November 2014

Distinguished colleagues,
Esteemed friends,

To me, Asian mayors, forum is a circle of 
friends.
We are just the different branches of the 
same tree. Our roots, the soil nurturing 
us and our purpose are all the same. 
The ultimate goal we have is the eleva-
tion of urban standards. We all aim at 
universalizing democracy, and work for 
global peace, stability and prosperity. 
We struggle for providing immediate so-
lutions for problems. The determinism 
of our organization is worthy of com-
mendation.

Asian economies keep growing rapidly
Being “Asian” is a great source of mo-
tivation. Our cities are in competition 
with the major cities of Europe and the 
United States. We have nothing less in 
life standards and infrastructure, and in 
many more ways, our cities are more liv-
able.
Our challenges are yet to be overcome
There is no solidarity among the Asian 
countries. Political and social problems 
inside cannot be solved somehow and 
the international competition is likely to 
accelerate even more in the future.
At the same time, Asian continent has 
the most intense urbanization.
In the next 40 years, another billion of 
people will be added to the population 
in this geography.
They will mainly dwell in the cities. As 
a consequence, most of the megacities 
will be in the Asian continent.

Our economic and political capacity will 
further develop in the meantime.
And Asia will become the central base of 
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power in the world, because a majority 
of energy resources are located in Asia.
Our capacity of production and con-
sumption keep increasing rapidly. 
We are leading innovative technologies. 
Breakthrough tech in terms of informa-
tion technologies, software and mobile 
technologies come from this continent, 
and we offer innovative products.
The continent has come a long way in 
industrial production. And it becomes 
more and more important in terms of 
geopolitics and geo-economics. long 
story short, the crisis and the golden op-
portunity are at our doorstep.
The companionship and fellowship of 
the historical Silk Road serve a great op-
portunity.
As you know, Silk Road starts from the 
borders of the Far East. Passing through 
several parts of Anatolia, it merges in 
Istanbul. it is an extremely significant 
route that reaches into inner Europe. It 
interconnects such major cities of Eu-
rope and Asia as Rome and Beijing. From 
this perspective, it has an indispensable 
role and importance in the history of civ-

ilization. Within world trade, it has been 
a bridge of peace between the west and 
the east. We have great responsibilities 
on the revitalization of this road. The Silk 
Road will lead us and our cities to peace 
and prosperity. We are working towards 
this aim. we are ready to fulfill any re-
sponsibilities that we are required to.

Urban culture that is going to be pro-
duced in our cities is a great opportunity
When it comes to the local govern-
ments’ actions on creating opportuni-
ties, what needs to be done is quite 
obvious. The idea of a democratic city 
should be forged. A participative city 
should be schemed.
And people should be served with a safe 
urban life that provides everyone with 
life assurance and in which all necessary 
precautions are taken. Cities need to be-
come cities of peace, which preserves 
the world fellowship and is not discrimi-
native towards any religion, language or 
race. A city life with modern transport 
systems should be enabled. A 
modern and secure business life should 
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be founded. Social projects should be 
realized to fight the poverty. Drugs and 
all kinds of its derivatives that poison the 
humanity should be fought effectively. 
The common access to all modern public 
services, especially education, should be 
provided.

Sustainable development needs to be 
achieved.
Cleaner and greener cities need to be 
constructed. Effective precautions need 
to be taken against disasters. Modern 
living spaces should be produced. These 
are the pillars that we can build our fu-
ture on.
But no city can realize these objectives 
on its own.
We need cooperation between cities. 
We need to cooperate to further devel-
op and prosper Asia.
Local governments bear tremendous 
responsibility in order to achieve this. 
We hope to improve our mutual under-
standing based on goodwill.
Esteemed friends,
As the leaders of Asian cities, we are at a 

turning point.
We have the chance to turn our crisis 
into opportunity. We can ensure a better 
future for our posterity.
Under the leadership of this organiza-
tion, we have taken significant steps. 
We have proved the importance and 
power of intercity diplomacy. We work 
for more cooperation, for a better future 
and for everlasting peace.

Even though we speak different languag-
es, we share common feelings.
I strongly believe that together we will 
be even more successful. Our union of 
powers as Asian cities is crucial. I em-
phasize the importance of this power at 
every opportunity and I would like all of 
you to be aware of our power. As local 
governments, we need to have a say in 
the future of this world. As the president 
of UCLG and UNACLA, this is a priority 
for me. I have underlined the impor-
tance of our having a say in the future of 
the world on every occasion, also at the 
UN and post 2015 development forum.
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We produce service.
Thus, we are the ones that feel the real 
effects of the problems. As local govern-
ments, we are the closest service deliv-
ery agencies to the people. This is why 
we need to have a place in the global 
decision making mechanisms. We need 

to realize this first to have a better fu-
ture. I would like this call to be heard in 
every corner of the world. Before I con-
clude my speech, once again I would like 
to wish you all a very successful forum. 
I extend my heartfelt greetings and re-
spect to all of you.
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Full Text of Speech of Dr. Ni 
Qiang , Mayor of Haikou, 4th 
Rotating President of AMF in 
the Closing Session 
25th, November 2014

Distinguished Mayors,              
Honorable Secretarial General Moham-
mad Khodadadi, 
Honorable Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen:

Good Afternoon!
Through the concerted efforts of the 
Asian Mayors Forum Secretariat and 
all sides, the 2014 Asian Mayors Forum 
(AMF) Fourth General Assembly has 
been concluded successfully. I am de-
lighted and privileged to be elected to 
take the fourth presidency this morning. 
It is not only an honor for myself, but 
also shows the trust and support you 

have put in Haikou.  I want to express my 
heartfelt thanks to all of you. 
With a distinctive theme, the forum has 
been both large-scale and of a high-
standard. This meeting has passed the 
“Haikou Declaration”, which promotes 
trust, friendship, and exchanges and co-
operation among cities. Focusing on the 
theme “Innovative Economies: the Roles 
of Asian Cities and Local Governments”, 
the forum led to in-depth discussion on 
innovation and reform, sustainable de-
velopment, challenges facing cities and 
other topics under new circumstances. 
All the participating delegates took part 
in free discussions, learned from each 
other and reached consensus on promot-
ing city-to-city cooperation, all of which 
strengthened our confidence and deter-
mination to further reform and develop. 
Last September, when delivering a key-
note speech in Nazarbayev University of 
Kazakhstan, our president Mr. Xi Jinping 
proposed the idea to jointly build the 
“Silk Road Economic Belt”. During his 
tour of ASEAN countries, he also put for-
ward the idea to jointly build the “21st-
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century Maritime Silk Road”. The con-
cept of the one belt and one road has 
laid out the direction for the rejuvena-
tion of Asia, the inter connectivity of the 
world and for promoting common devel-
opment. The Government of China has 
always been committed to maintaining 
good neighborly policies and developing 
friendly relations with other Asian coun-
tries. China and other Asian countries 
are close in distance, share common 
values and culture, have intertwined na-
tional interests, and are naturally good 
partners. Haikou is located at the ful-
crum of the maritime Silk Road, and has 
enormous potential in the realization of 
this concept. We hope to deepen our 
communication and expand cooperation 
with other Asian cities, and make con-
structive efforts to build the “Silk Road 
Economic Belt” and “21st-century Mari-
time Silk Road” jointly. 
Honorable Mayors, all my colleges: As 
the rotating president, I will be com-
mitted to promote exchange and com-
munication among members, enhance 
the interconnection and influence of 

the forum, increase contact and coop-
eration with other international organi-
zations such as Boao Asia Forum, and 
drive progress, economic reform and 
development with other Asian cities. I 
believe with the hard work of the Hon-
orable Secretary General Mohammad 
Khodadadi and the Asian Mayors Forum 
Secretariat, and the unity and coopera-
tion of all member cities, the forum will 
continue its excellent work, and our 
communication and communication will 
reach a higher level. 
Tonight, the Haikou Municipal govern-
ment will host a Reception Banquet for 
all of the distinguished guests and to-
morrow will see the opening ceremony 
of the United Cities and Local Govern-
ment’s 2014 World Council Meeting. I 
earnestly invite all of you to participate. 
Tomorrow, we will hold the Evening 
Show of Friendship and welcome all of 
you to share such a delightful occasion. 
Finally, I sincerely wish you good health, 
a happy family life and the very best of 
luck!
Thanks!
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List of Delegates to the Fourth General Assembly

NO City/Country

1 Haikou/ China

2 Tehran/ Iran

3 Bangkok / Thailand

4 Beijing / China

5 Al-Quds Al-Sharif / Palestine

6 South Dhaka / Bangladesh

7 Baghdad/ Iraq

8 Ghobeiry / Lebanon

9 Baalbeck /Lebanon

10 Bent Jbeil/ Lebanon

11 Karachi/ Pakistan

12 Istanbul/Turkey

13 Ankara/ Turkey

14 Gaziantep / Turkey

15 Shanghai / China
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NO City/Country

16 Bursa / Turkey

17 Guangzhou / China

18 Antalya / Turkey

19 Qom / Iran

20 Karaj /Iran

21  Islamabad / Pakistan

22 Urmia / Iran

23 Tabriz / Iran

24 Qazvin / Iran

25 Mashhad / Iran

26 Madaripour / Bangladesh

27 Darwin /Australia

28 Honolulu / Hawaii

29 Amman / Jordan

30 Diyarbakir / Turkey

31 Fuzhou / China
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NO City/Country

32 Ulaanbaatar / Mongolia

33 Beirut / Lebanon

34 Dhaka North City / Bangladesh

35 Shenzhen / China

36 Sichuan / China

37 Shiraz/ Iran

38 Tutin/ Serbia

39  Vientiane / Laos

40 Tripoli/Lebanon

41 Zanzibar / Tanzania

42 Saida/Lebanon

No   International Organizations

43 Metropolis

44 UCLG

45 UCLG-MEWA

46 UCLG-ASPAC

47 Union Municipality of Marmara

48  Asian Mayors Forum
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